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To the Honourable | 
CHARLES LEIGH Eiq. 

| _[Now[ſat Leighton-Buzxard, 
Be Health , Honour, Happineſs. 


M6 F that Gentile who built them « 
> Synagogue, the Jews gave this 
FS4 Enlogie 3 That he was worthy, and 
AM #hat he loved their Nation. That 
ke your ſelf came a worthy perſon 

WD 2to the World, your paternal 

Dignity will avonch; and that 
you are one who not _ love your Nation , but the 
Religion of it , I ſhal# onely in proportion to the 

Synagogue ſay, Torn have lately at your own Coſt 
beautiſied the better part of the Houſe of God, not 
doubting but Beauty in Place, as well as in a Perſon, 

may be a great attra#ive; endeavonring to woe the 
People to worſhip their God in the Beauty of Holi- 
refs. Having thus done, and hearing the following 
Sermon, you did more than deſire that it might be 
made publique 5 and merely therefore, becauſe it had 
for ſubje# onely the Worſhip of God ; which as di- 
ftinG from Service, hath not been in your hearing ſo 
plainly explicated, as you candidly conceived it is. 
Now, | honoured Sir | to gratifie you, and at your 
inſtigation to promote the Worſhip of God, in the ca- 
pacities of ſuch who are not finely learned, I have de- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


 livered my Endeavours, and your Deſires to the world. 


My Intention is good, the Acceptance dubions : but: 
ſhall I pleaſe God and. pleaſe you in ſo doing, IT have 
my end. 

There is annexed to the Sermon; | what many 
years hath lain in the poſture it now appears] which: 
for the Brevity, Eaſineſs, and Time it was writ in, was 
euch importuned. Thouſands | ſince the Glory of 
our Worſhip brake forth that diſmal Cloud, which 
many years it ſtood eclipſed in] T ſay,thouſands have 
now courted it as the riſing Sun; but by their min- © 
cing and mangling , and negleF of it , declare they 
receive it onely as an expedient to hold a Living : 
Whereas when that was writ, a Living was loſt for 
the uſing of it , and the Author fuſpended by an im- 
perioxs Beggar [ Tam ab Officio quam a Beneficio 
for reading the Common-prayer without Book. The 
Sum is, that to worſhip God by a ſet Form, is the ſta- 
bleſs and moſt certain advance of his Glory ; and 
the ſecuring of the holy Duty from all impertinen- 
cies. A Diſcourſe not unfit to accompany and. wait 
upon 4 Sermon preciſely about Worſhip which ſhall 
ſaffice at this time to trouble both your honourable 
Self, and the willing Reader. 


Yours, 
From my Study at Moſt willing to Honour, 
Leamington , No-' | | 
verb, 20. 1677. Love,and Pray for you. 
Fohbn Allington. 


THE 


THE 
REFORMED SAMARITAN. 


JOHN 4. 23. 
The hour cometh and now is, when the true 
worſbippers ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpi- 


rit and truth. 


PE O- traverſe the Coherence from the ſixth 
16980 F291! to this preſent Verſe, would ſpend too 
al RENT much time, and therefore, being 7-:- 
telligentibaus loquor , T ſhall obſerve as 
introductory to my Text , onely three 


things. 
7, One concerning the Woman ; a Samaritan. 
2, The place 3 Jeruſalem and Geraſir. . 
3. The Worſhip it ſelf. 


Firſt, The obſervable in the #omrar, it was a re- 
ligious piece of Hypocriſte « For, when our bleſſed - 


Maſter convinced her of being a cloſe Adulteref; then p;, 18, ; | 


ſhe begins to ſpeak godlily, and to turn her diſcourſe 
( as Fadtious Saints uſe) to. a religizows Controverſiec 
Our Fathers ( faith ſhe) worſhipped in this mountain, , 
 andye ſay that in Jeruſalem is the place where we ought 
to worſhip... FROEeT Our 
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"Our Saviour puts her in minde of living in Adultery, 
and ſhe puts our Saviour upon the deciſion of a 
Dreſtion our Saviour tells her of her living with oze 
that was not her Huſband 5 and ſhe tells our Saviour 
that the Jews did not worſhip where they . ſhould. 
Our Saviour tells her of a» andoubted fault ; and ſhe 
makes ſcraple of a diſputable Ceremony. And 1n this 
ſhe ſeems to be the Exzblemr of too too many, yea of 


| too too many even at #hzs very day - For have not 


we thoſe, who make hxge ſcruple about what they un- 
derſtand not, and yet none at all of 7:d;/patable and 
known ſins? T have heard of one, who made an huge 
ſeruple of kneeling to ak Bleſſeng to a Mother, who 
made none of lying with another Womans Huſband / 
I have heard of ſome, who make an huge ſcruple of 
any Recreation upon the Lord's day, whoupon all the 
days of the Week have made none at all of Rebell;oz, 
Schiſm, Sedition, Hereſte , which (witneſs the Apo- 
ſtle*) are more wndonbted wickedneſſes | Yea , we 
have heard and ſeen too too many boggle at a Smr- 
plice , who made nothing of Plundering, Killing, 
and Cutting of Throats. | Too too many ſcrupling 


.a Geſture at the Sacrament, who made none ( after 


their own mode) to receive it with Hatred, Malice, 
and all Oxcharitableneſſs., And what 1s this , but 
juſt as did. the Saxzaritan Woman, to wave com- 
mon and crying firs with religions controverſies e yea, 
what are all ſuch ſcruples, but meerly Religion in Hy- 


pocriſte 2 


Secondly, The next obſervable it is about the place, 
from Yerſc21, where it is written, Neither iz this moun- 
t4in, nor yet in Jeruſalem ſhall ye worſhip 3 and it (ball 


be onely this: Theſe words are not (as ſome miſtake 
them) an inhibition of ſet places, as if God under the 
Goſpel would have zo Churches, no Temples, no 


holy 


£61 , 


wy places, But this is a gratio#s enlargement, and 
an 


oly Liberty given to devout Chriſtians , in ay 
place to ere a Temple, and inevery Country, Towr, 
or City, tobuild an Hoxſe of Prayer. 

In thoſe daies the Samaritans they held themſelves 
bound to Geraſiz 3 and the Jews (we all know ) were 
confined and” bound to go up to Jeruſalem for to 
worſhip : but by the coming of Chriſt and his Go- 
ſpel, ſo are Chriſtians enlarged, that whereſoever we 
ſhall dedicate Houſes to his Worſhip, there will he be 
worſhipped, there will he receive our Yows, our Pray- 


ers, our Praiſes. 


Nordoth worſhipping i» ſpirit and truth in the leaſt 


oppoſe this : For, if worſhipping in ſpirit and in truth 
were an oppoſition to z#aterial places, then we might 
not pray in our Cloſets, nor in our Chambers, nor in 
our Houſes , nor in Groves, nor in Fields, nor indeed 
upon God's Earth ; for theſe are all zzaterial as well as 
Churches. Nay I might adde, not in our Bodzes, for 
even they are materials alfo. 

By Worſhipping then in ſpirit and truth , there is 
no rejeF;oz of material places 3 no, neither of Je- 
7uſalenz nor Geraſin, 1n order to Evangelical worſhip : 
For where Story telleth us, Eruptions of Fire would 
not permit the: re-edifyi-g. of a Temple, even there 
at this day the Chriſtians have a Temple, and do 
worſhip. 

Thirdly therefore (to come direaly to the Text) 
our laſt introductory Obſervation is about Worſhip it 
ſelf; and to glance at the high expedient of U-77- 
formity therein. 

2 Kings 17. you may read what theſe Samaritans 
were; to wit, a people planted in Samara, in room 
of thoſe Ter Tribes which were carried to A/ſjrie. 


extir- 


Now this people by neceflity, and out of a fear of 
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extirpation by Lions, ſent for a Prieſt of the Lord to 
put them in a right way of *worſhip. He' came 3 but 
as it is written, they would zof be ruled; they would 
not-be ordered by him « for * they feared the Lord, 


and ſerved their own gods. 
Now it ſeems to me very obſervable, that #hoſe 


' who would not be ruled by the Prieſ# of God ; thoſe 


who would ſerve gods of #heir own, they could 
ever agree What gods to have, nor what Religion to 
ſet up : Every one is ſingular, every one for his ow? 
invention, for his own gods. 

Verſ. 30. the wer of Babylon, they fet up Succoth- 
Benoth : the men of Cxth,they ſet up Nergal; the men 
of Hamath, they ſet up Aſhima + But the Avites they 
would zone of theſe; and therefore they ſet up gods 
of their own, Nzbhaz, and Tartack: yea, the Sephar- 
v4ims they will none of them 3 for they ſet up Adram- 
melech, and Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaine. 

And is it not proportionably ſo, even at this day ? 
Thoſe who will have zo Churches, nor no Temples, 
but their owz Bod7es; 1n them they will have 2:0 wor- 
ſ9ip, but onely what their private ſpirits, and their ow# 
Fanatich, conceptions ſhall ſet on foot : So that the 
Samaritans never {et up more gods than they ' do 
Idols ! Things they call Religion, Ordinances, Wor- 
ſhip 5 when indeed they really are Self-conceit, Spi- 
ritual Pride, ſuperſtitions Abominations. Even \o 


_ too too many among us, they will not worſhip the 


living God, unleſs they may have the hymonr of their 
own Inveritions, that is, do it their ow? way. So 
that as the Sazzaritans worlhippd they knew not what 3 
even ſo do theſe, and all Fanaticks, worſhip zhey 
know not how :'The-ready way to make confuſion 
(as it daily did.} to cover the whole Face of our 
Land again. For, if the men of Babyloz may ſet up 
| Succoth- 
« 


[5] 


Succoth-Benoth, why may not the men of Cxth ſet 
up Nergal 2 Andif they may ſet up Nergal, why may 
not the men of Hamath ſet up Aſpima £ It every Sect, 
and every different Party, nay tollow their own Inven- 
tions, and follow their own gods, or their own wor- 
ſhip: Ithen cannot ſee any reaſon in the world, why 
the Mi//al, as well as the Dire@ory 3 and the Ana- 
baptiſt, as well as the Presbyterian, {hould- not have 
their Way. 

It is very, very lately ſince we in this Land might 
have ſaid, There wis no King in Iſrael. And yet even 
then, look what there followeth was not permitted to 
the $07zs of the Church : For, whereas it is written, 
Judg. 17. 6. Every man did that which was right in 
his own eyes; ſure I am, what was right, not onely in 
our Eyes, but in the Eyes of the whole Church, was 
not then permitted. The plea of a tender Conſcience, 
..1t conld then have no hearing: For, beſides. 1ndi&- 
ment upon TndiFment, my (elf knows the man who 
. Under pain of Tmpriſonment, and Baniſhment, was 
forbid to uſe oze ColieF of our publick Prayers: So 
that Uſurpation and the true Worſhip , ſeem like the 
Ark and Dagor, they could by no means ſtand toge- 
ther. Schiſzz and Sedition are Twins, contemporary 
to all Ages; and therefore that the peace of God and 
his Church may be among us, no one greater expedient 
can be found than an V#7forwity in publick and divine 
Worſhip. | : 

Nor 1s this extravagant, or beſide the Text: for, 
the Jews, whilſt yet they had but oe God, had but 
one Temple; and in that Temple an UVniformity of 
Worſhip : whilſt they all worſhipped God one and 
the ſame way, folong, Pal. 122. 3. Jeruſalem was a Ci- 
ty at nnity within it ſelf ;, yea, and as it ſeems by the - 
Prophet, therefore at unity within it (elf : For he no 

| B ſooner 


Ezr. 4. FY 


| —_ | 
ſooner gave this high commendation, but ſtreight fol- 
loweth, For thither the tribes go up, the tribes of the 


Lord, unto the teſtimony of Iſrael, to give thanks unto 
the Name of the Lord. But when once Jeroboam had 


ſet up his Calves , when the Tribes profeſiing the ſame | 


God, ſet up divers and differen# ways of worſhip : 
when the Samaritan had a Temple in Gerafiz, and the 
Lord another at Jeruſalem ; when once they rent the 
Church, and made a breach in p#b/zek Worſhip 5 Jadah 
and I/7ael, Samaritan and Jew , could never be re- 
concil'dz from age to age, the Schiſmatical diſturbed 
and perſecuted the Church of God. It is obſervable, 
from Jeroboams Calves, to the retura from Captivity, 


there is numbred nigh 500 years; and yet 1a all this 


time the 8chiſmaticks kept their ſlozzacks, and left 
their malice as I ſucceſſive Inheritance. For when it 
was ſo that good King Cyrws ſent home his Captives 


when he gave both leave and aſſiſtance to rebuild their, 
Temple; the Samaritans as afraid of the good old way 


of nity and aniformity in Worſhip, they did even all 


they could to ſuppreſſthe work. 


Antiq. c. 
3+ initio 
cap. 


Yea, more than 400 years after that , at the Feaſt 


of unleavened bread , when the Prieſts did open the 


Gates about Midnight, Samaritari quidam, certain 84- 
mearitans entred into Jeruſalexe, and went and ſpread 
mens Bones amid(t the Porches, and over all the Tem- 
ple, as Joſephs, Lib. 18. 

Now ſee the peeviſhzeſs of Schiſmaticks ; all muſt 
conform to there, or they to zoe £ For, look what they 
themſelves approved not , that they would not the 
right Worſhippers of God ſhould do; becauſe they 
liked not the Feſtzval , becauſe they would have no 


Holy-days, becauſe they themſelves ſcrapled the kee- 


ping of the Feaſt of unleavened bread : therefore they 


profane the Temple, and do all they can to keep others 


from 


[7] 1-4: 
from . their bounden duty. The Schiſmatical party 
could never be won, never appeaſed.: after once there 
was Calves in Bethel, and a Temple at Geraſir, the 


| Jew and Samaritan could never beat anity. 


The Church of God (bleſſed be God) is not at this 
day confined toa People, nor to a Temple : Chriſtians 


may * 3n every place lift up pure hands and worſhip * Tan 
God. But that we may fo do in the unity of Spirit, ©" 


and in the bond of peace, the premiſes to me evince, 
there can be no greater expedient than Vniformity : 
For the point here expreſly ſpoken of, and to, it 1s 
publick Worſhip 3 and almolt all the heats and animoſi- 
ties of Chriſtendom they ariſe about publzck, Worſhip. 

T beſeech you (therefore ) brethren (as St. Panl) by 


1 Cor. I. 


the Name of our Lord Jeſws Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the "*: 


ſame thing. For if the ſame confeſſion of Faith be to 
the Glory of God and Chriſtian Religion , why not. 
the ſame publickh, confeſſron of fins, the fame publick, 
oblations of Praiſe and Thankſgiving? If to have 
one Ainde and one Tongue, be commendable, and 
highly deftrablein the Chriſizan Church 3 why not one 
Form of Prayer, why not one publick Worſhip? For, 
that it is as expedient in our pxblick devotions, as 1n 


 ourpublick profeſſzors, to ſpeak the ſaze thing 3 con- 


fiderable it is, that as we have the Apoſtolical Creed 
for the one, ſo we have the Lords Prayer tor the other: . 


Chriſt having given unto us as well a Common-prayer, 
as a common Faith; and indeed no Congregation in 
the world can confidently ſay, we know how we wor- 
ſhip, but ſuch onely as have ſet Forms : againſt which, 
and the appendencies thereupon , That there is no- 
thing at all in theſe (too too much abuſed ) words, 
- will now paſs to a peculiar and ſtri&t furvey of 
tnem. . | 

The hour cometh and now is, when the true worſhip- 
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pers ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in truth. 

In which words, for Methods fake, thus. 

Firſt, The time here ſpoken of : The hour comet 

and now 1s. EY 

Secondly, The $ubje# ſpoken on, and that is the 

Worſhip of God : The true worſhippers of God (hall 

worſhip. 

Thirdly, The Mode or manner how : Spirit, 
The Father in | Truth. 

Firſt of the Tz-ze, The hour cometh aud now 3s. 

He to whom a thouſand years are but as one day, 
He, to admoniſh our 2ortality , ſpeaks of the whole 
ter: and ſtate of the Goſpel, as but an hour 5 The 
hour cometh and ow zs 3 and yet this Hour extends 
from his coming in the Fleſh, to his coming 1a the 
. Clouds : and therefore if we ſtrictly and grammati- 
cally look upon the words, being 2zt is zot ozely ſaid, the 
hour cometh, but alſo Now 7; this Nunc e/#, this Now 
is, it muſt be taken 1-choative, that is, Now com - 
mencing , or now beginning. For as a man at firſt 
turning of the Glaſs may ſay, ow 1s the hour in 
which fuch or ſuch things ſhall be done 3 which per- 
chance ſhall not beg, or be done, till the 22zd4dle, or 
latter end of the hour : Even ſo whereas our Saviour 
faith, The hour is coming and now is, wherein neither in 
that mountain, nor yet in Jeruſalem they ſhould worſhip 3, 
this Now was not i-ſtaztly, and from that very period 
of time to take place , but within the coypaſs of the 
hour: for theſe words are: obſerved to have been ſpo- 
ken. even the wery firſ# year of his preaching, and as 
appears in this Chapter , before his ſecoud Miracle. 
So that neither was Jeruſalezz or Geraſiz laid aſide fo 
ſoon : yea, before the Temple was deſtroy'd , and be- 
fore they forbare to goup to Jeryſalexr to worſhip, it 


was. nigh. fourty years after this ſaying. Peter ha 
| ohn 


[9]. 
John went up into the Temple at the hour of prayer * + *4s 3.1. 
the Zthiopian Eunuch*, yea St. Paul himſelf atter this + ags 8. 
went up even to Jeruſalez for to worſhip. So that by 
this approaching Hour, and by the Now in my Text, ,; ** 
we are to underſtand the ſtate of the Goſpel, atter the 
term and di//olaution of that Legal way ; ſo that (to be 
brief here) both we and our Fore-fathers for many 
by-paſt Ages, may take up the Text and ſay, The hour 
is come, and now is, when; which is the 
' Second conſiderable,the true worſhippers ſhall worſhip. Ih 

In the whole Book of God, there is no ove Duty to 
which there are more izvitations 3 of which more ho- 
_ Iz Examples; againſt violating which , more ſevere 
Judgements, than this general Duty, the Worſhip of 
God : And yet at this day, as if God had laid alide 
his Hozoxr, thoſe who ought to be-the true Worſhip- 
pers, they deſpiſe, neglect, and lay aſide his worſhip, 
as if that of the Pſalmiſt, O worſhip the Lord in the v1.96. g. 
beauty of holineſs; or that, Exalt ye the Lord our val gg. ; 
God,and worſhip at his foot-ſtool ; As if thele,and very 
very many of the like, were all but airy and empty 
ſounds. If there be #o Sermon, too too many ( who 
by profeſſion ought to be Forſhippers ) they are come 
tothat,they think 1t zot worth thewhile to go upto the 
Houſe of God to worſhip. | 

Sure I am, in the days of Nezemzah it was. not ſo; 
Worſhipping then had as full a regard: as Hearing : As 
much of the ſolemn day as was: ſpent in Reading, even 
ſo much and no leſs was ſpent in Porſbipping : For, 
* you ſhall finde, They. read in the book of the law of * Neh. g.. 
the Lord their God one fourth part of the day, and a- ® 
other fourth part they confeſſed and worſhipped the 
Lord their God, The equal Siſters had an equal por- 
tion; they ſpent full as much time in worſhipping as in 
reading, Nay, if we ſurvey. the Law. of God it (elf, 

you. 
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Matth. gs. 
20, 


that he took not a weekly, but a daily order for it: 
For, whereas we read | | 

AGs 15. 21. Moſes of old time hath in every city 
them that preach him, being read in the ſynagogue every 
ſabbath. Whereas care was taken for that but ozce « 
Week; we finde God commanded the Prieſts to wor- 
ſhip pablickly twice a Day «©. For, 

Exod. 29. 38. Thou ſhalt offer upon the altar two 
lambs of the firſt year, day by day, continually, the one 
lamb in the morning, the other at the evening. This 
was God's publick, and this was his dazly worſhip. 
Now if the (tate of the Goſpel be ſuch, that our Righte- 
ouſnef} muſt exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scrzbes 
and Phariſes; why ſhould not alſo our Devotion do 
it? If that people who had leſſer obligation were 
bound to a daily worſhip ; certainly then it muſt be a 
failing or a (in in us Chriſtians, to- deſpiſe, vilifie, and 
neglect God's daily Worſhip : For the hour is come, and 
ow is, wherein we Chriſtians are bound to worſhip : 
for the ſtate of Chriſtianity, even by Chriſt himſelf, 
1s thus deſcribed; The true worſhippers ſhall worſhip, 
ang worſhip the Father too : whence it is as clear as 
Noon-day, under the ſtate of the Goſpel we muſt be 
worſhippers. | 

Amongſt Chriſtians, there are many who preſs and 
ſpeak much of Goſpel-graces, Goſpel-/zberties, Goſpel- 
priviledges,and Goſpel-ordinances ; but for Goſpel-wor- 
foip not a Syllable.! And yet our Saviour in the Text 
pronounceth Chriſtians onely ſhall prove the trxe wor- 


ſhippers. 


Now the better to underſtand what 1s here meant 
by Worſhip : Conſider we muſt, there are in:God two 


[things of diſtin Conſideration as to us. 


I. His Perſon. 2. Hjs Precepts. 
To 


. [10 
-you ſhall finde that God ſo far valued his Worſhip, 
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To his Perſor, we owe all Worſhip, and Honour, and 

Glory. 

To his precepts, all Regard, Service, and Obedience, 

Now the Queſtion here propounded by the Samari- 
tan, 1s not about Obedience, Regard, or Service; for 
there was no diſpute, but both in Geraſiz ang Jeruſa- 
lem God was to be ſerved, and God was to beobey'd : 
but the Queſtion onely 1s, where he was to be Wor- 
ſhipped? Yea, 

To come more cloſe and ſtrifter to #he poirt, - the 
Queſtion is, not about z-ward, but about outward ; not 
about private, but onely about publick worſhip : For, as 
for the inward worſhip of the Soul ; as for private 
Devotion and ſpiritual Duties, this was never confined 
either to Jeruſalem by the Jew, nor ever by a Samari- 
tan determined unto Geraſin + Daniel prayed in his 
Chamber; Jeremy prayed in the Dungeon; Job pray'd 
in the Dunghil, David prayed on his Bed - And it- 

was in all ages lawful thus to worſhip God ir any 
_ place. 
: The ſcruple then here propounded, as it is not about 
ſervice, {o neither is 1t about private or inward wor- 
ſbip ;; but it is about the outward , and about the pab- 
Lich worſhip of God ; that is, where Sacrifice was to be 
made; where his publick Homage was to be paid 3 whe- 
ther Geraſiz or Jeruſalem was the place of publick. 
worſhip. Our blefled Maſter upon the point, he re- 
jeReth both, ſaying, The hour cometh and now 7s, when 


(to uſe the words of Malachi) From: the riſing of the Mal.1.14, 


ſur to the going down of the ſame, my Name ſhall be 
great among the Gentiles, and in every place ſhall in- 
cerſe (that 1s, an holy Worſhip) be offered unto my 
Name. So that, whereas of old, Sacrifice, and that 
_ in the Texzp/e, and that Temple at Jernſalem was. 

od's higheſt acknowledgment , and outward Wor- 


* _—_ 
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| ſhip; hetelleth the Samaritan, that hereafter the woy- 


ſhip of God would be in a clear other mode, neither 
confined to place, nor expreſt by Sacrifice ; ſo that in- 
deed Evangelical worſhipis the proper ſubjeC& here to be 
enquired on,to wit, 

What is that pablick Worſhip which the true Wor- 
ſhippers ſhould uſe under the ſtate and condition of 
the Goſpe/? which from the legal, I ſhall ſhew you, - 
differs both in the 0bjed#, and in the Expreſſzor - for, 
Peri Adoratores,the true Worſhippers they ſhall worſhip 
the Father, and him they ſhall worſhip in ſpzrit and in 
truth. 

Firſt, they hal worſhip the Father. 

God in all ages and ſtates of the Churchhath had his 
worſhip 3 but under ſundry -Methods, and divers No- 
tions : for though he himſelf,and his ſelf oely, was the 
ſole obje&t of divine Worſhip ; yet in ſeveral ages 
he hath been pleaſed to be worſhipped under ſeveral 
Apellatives, Names, or Attributes : For, 

Exod. 6. 3. Tappeared unto Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob by the Name of God Almighty; but by my Name 
Jehovah was T not known unto them. To Moſes ( it 
ſeems) God was known by a Name by which he was 


| not known to Abraham ; and to Abraham ( probably) 


Epiſi, 135, 


.approach unto Gad as the high God, as the God of all 


by a Name by which he was not known to Adam - 
So that it is conceived, Adam and his poſterity, they 
worſhipped God under the notion of a Creator « Abra- 
ham, as God Almighty: Moſes, by his Name Jehowah. 
Yea, St. Jerozs hath taken pains to number up, and to 
explicate tex Names, by which under the Old Teſta- 
ment the peaple of God did worſhip God; and yet a- 
mong them all, no mention of this in my Text, no ap- 
proach to God under the notion of a Father. ; 
Albeit then we may (as the Jew did) worſhip and 


$pi- 
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Spirits3as the God of vengeance +as th? Lord Cod of $ab- 
baoth : yet we have through the mercics of God a far 
nigher and a dearer Relative ; for we cry 4bba Fa- 
ther, . Veri Adoratores ;, C ofpel-worſhippers they ſhall 
worſhip the Father. | #42 17 *alak 
Now, if it be a Goſpel-priviledge, and that Privi- 
ledge upon Scripture-account, a choice favorr, to wor- 
ſhip and approach the living God under the Relation 
of a Father ;, then we who have the exjoymext of this 
favour, we who are the ozely trxe worſhippers of God, 
we have not onely a more comfortable objeF; but” we 
have a fingular and extraordinary, and a moſt affe#7o- 
 »ate motive for to worſhip : For we are to worſhip 2 
Father. — ENEVI þ fi 7 
Now, if the Jew whoſe ſtate was ſervile; if they. 
who had onely Attributes of power and terroxr to 
draw them to their God ; if they went from their owz 
home even as far as Jeruſalem to worſhip ; if their fear 
carried them to the holy: Temple: 'ate not we very: 
#nkindly and ungracious Children, who ſo /:ttle love, 
value, or honour the Houſe of our Father, that albeit 
in the ſame Town, wewill not go up to worſhip? Had 
the Worſhip of God bee a. performance of mean and 
ſlight account, the Z#thiopiar Ennnch he would never 


have made ſo long a Journey, as from his Country to' 41s; 954, © - | 


Jeraſatim to worſhip. St. Paxl,then,a Chriſtian (though 
e was oft told by the way that Troxb/es and. Bonds 


abode. him at Jernſalem) yet, for all the Now in my 4#s 8.29. 


Text was begun, and notwithſtanding Bonds ard Trou- 

bles abode him thete,' ap' fo Jeruſalems he would, .and 

ſhip. | Es 

Whereas then, as a great'grace and priviſedge of the 

Goſpel,” the' Worſhip of God 'is: Love even from 

Jernſalexe to our own” ow changed'from a coſtly 
She © Sh w 6. 0 


# 


 Fourney 


did; and that upon this very account, ever-to: Wor- 4, ,,- 
T# 


[14] 

to a cheap worſhip 3 from Bullocks, Goats and Lambs, 
to Prayer and Praiſes: and whereas to this better 
worſhip we are now'invited, not by an Appellative of 
Terrour; but by Alluremeats of Love. Being,it is ſaid, 
the true Worſhippers, that is, the Worſhippers under 
the Goſpe), ſhall worſhip the Father. If Faith and 
Obedience, becauſe the Goſpel exacts them, be Dyty, 
then the Worſhip of God, which is equally required, 
mult needs be Dxty too. And what can be more ex- 
preſs thanthis, from our Saviours own mouth, Yerz 
Adoratores adorabunt Patrem. The true Worſhippers 
ſhall worſhip the Father ; which, that as we ought, we 
"my do, we wul paſs to the laſt Corfiderable 1n my 

1 cxt, | | 
Third, The manner how. 1n ſpirit and in truth. 

cy ap\& gl x; annbeix 

' $piritu ac veritate {as Beza,] with ſpirit and truth, 
( for; he Jeaves out the Ir. )} And: indeed. there are 
more of the Learned beſide him, who taking this.for 
an Hebraiſm, conceive they ought to be fo read, and 
indeed fo read the like: For whereas it is faid & ;-n, I 
indeed Baptiſe you ("5 Aque). we Engliſh -it, not zz, 
but wth Mifere. if nag aan de ads erm, 
And, whereas it is faid *# gugr Aistm v1.2; WE read 
it rightenough, With one minde and one month glori- 
fie God, And whereas St, Paul ſaith, God is my wit- 
neſs, whom 1 ſerve i» Spiritn meo 5, we read it, not 7x, 
'butwith my. Spirit. - And therefore. whereas it. 1s ſaid - 
inthe Text, Fhe true worſbippers ſhall worſhip, in ſpivi- 
tn &veritatez we may very well read it thus, The 
true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father with ſpirit 

and with truth. | _ | | 
And therefore thoſe who thipk by theſe two. words, 
T: Spiritx, in Spirit {for they never minde iz Truth] 
to void and deftroy all outward Worſhip , they may be 
F _ deceived 


(t5] 


deceived and miſtaken in the very lettef of the Text, 
which being it may be as ( if not mote ) juſtly read, 
with the Spirit, as in the Spirit, the bottom of their 
Building it totters, .if not down. And therefore for 
the better both Explication and Application of theſe 


words, I ſhall reduce all that followeth iato thefe four 


' Propoſitions, | 

Spirit and Truth are not here oppoſed to outward bo- 
dily Worſhip, nor to any outward expreſſion of Grace 
or Virtue. | 

A publick Worſhip in Spirit, without Truth (the out- 
ward expreſlion of it) cannot be. 

The Chriſtian pratice of worſhipping God by Adotra- 
tion and Liturgies , demonſtrates that they held #hat 
way the way of worſhipping in Spirit and in Truth. 

Laſtly, Being Chriſtians are the orely true Worſhip- 
pers, I ſhall briefly ſhew, how a2xch it concerns ws to 
give all dueregard and reſped to the outward and pyb- 
lick, worſhip of God under the ſtate of the Goſpel. 

Firſt, Spirit and Truth are not here oppoſed; either to 
outward bodily worſhip, or to any outward. expreſs of any 
Grace or Virtue. RE 41 

And this toa wary ear hath already been concluded 
by the premiſes: For, being. I have ſhew'd uato you; 
how the Queſtion between the Sexzaritar arid our Sa- 
viour, -was about two Worſtjps ; one falſe, atid the 
other groſſ; one 1dolatroxs, and the other Legal; one 
by the Jew to the true God, the other by the Samari- 
tan to they knew not what ; To theſe. two: Workſhips, 
our ble{led Lord and Maſter 1n the- Text oppoſeth theſe 
two, Spiritand Truth. 

To the Groſs, Legal, 4nd Jewiſh way of worſhip , to 
that he oppoſeth the Spirit. To the Falſe, 1dolatroms, 
and Samaritan way, to that he oppoſeth-the Trath. So 
that to, worſhip in Spirit and in Truth, is no more accor- 
ding to the Letter than onely thus. C 2 The 


I, 


Il. 
It. 


IV. 


[ 
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' Thehboxr is coming, and now is, when the Law ſhall 
give way to the Goſpel ; Moſes to Chriſt ; the Jewiſh 


_ worſhip,which was then by BuLocks, Goats, and Lambs , 


to a ſpiritual worſhip, which ſhall require no ſuch Sa- 


crifice, no ſuch Oblations. _ And in order to the $ama- 
ritan thus: The time is coming and Now 1s, when ye 


ſhall be better 7:formed in the word of Trath ; when 
ye ſhall know what to worſhip; and then you ſhall 
finde neither Geraſtn to be the place, nor what ye 


. .now worſhip to be the 0bjeF; For the true worſhip- 


pers they ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in truth. 
So that by ſpirit and truth, there is nothing ſtands here 
excluded, but either worſhipping the wrozg objed, as 
did the Samaritan ; or the right. Obje&t the: wrong 
24g, as the Jews do, evento this very day. 

Hagely then are they miſtaken,who conceit, to wor- 
hip in ſpirit 1s a diſcharge to bodily or outward .wor- 
ſhip; when the oppoſition and the diſcharge it onely 
is againſt 4oſaick, and Samaritan , againſt Legal and ' 


.._ - againſt 7dolatrozs worlhip. Yea, fo far was 'our Sa- 
 viour-in thoſe words from excluding bodily and ozt- 


ward worſhip, that thoſe who know any thing of the 


| Greek, know he here uſeth a word ſo proper to bodily 
and outward expreſſion, that the ſpirit alone canot do 


it, The word is Twin, which ſignifieth an out- 


_ ward proftration, and a lowly humbling of the Body ; 


ſo that the #rze Worſhippers of the Father, when in a 
godly fear, and with a religious reverence they bow 
down, and humble their Bodies before him, they then 


do what the Text requires; they do gow anus. 


They do. worſhip in ſpirit, yea, and i #rath too. 
And . | | | 
As the Spirit is not oppoſed to bodily worſhip; fo 


neither 18 it to axy outward and exteriour evidence, or 
_ Expreſs of ary Grace or Virtue: For to forbid Grace 


Or 
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or Virtue to ſhew. forth it ſelf, were, to take ſplendour 
from Light, and to. reſtrain the exerciſe of all i-ward 
Pretres. | vet. = 

Indeed, if we cloſely conſider of the Moſaich and 
outward worſhip of the Jews, to wit, Sacrifice,_0b14- 
tions, Incenſe, and the like 3 theſe were not accounted 
" the 2iſeble expreſſions of any inward Grace «Nor were 
theſe the outward Acts of any 7interiour Piety ; but 
thoſe were the ſhadows of things to come, and the re- 
preſentative Types of what was ſubſtantially to be ve- 
ried when: the Goſpel came 3 and therefore no won- 
der if ſpirit and #rath both ſtand oppoſed to. theſe : 
But bodily expreſſzons, and outward : Geſtures, Szgnes 
and Ceremonies under the Goſpel, theſe are the ont- 
ward Evidences of inward Graces, the outward Mani- 
feſtations of izward Pzeties -- As, devoutly to frequent 
Chriſtian Churches , and to: be preſent at the publick 
Worſhip, it is an outward expreſſion of an izward 
Grace, to wit, of Chriſtian Religion ;, for hereby we 
declare our ſelves ſuch, who profeſs to worſhip the 
Father, and Jefus Chriſt whom he hath ſent. To- pro- 
fels with the 24th, it is an outward expreſſion of an 


inward Faith : To confeſs our ſz, is an outward ex- 


preſſion of an i#ward penitence : Tohumble our ſelves 
lowly upon our Knees, an outward expreſs of an 7z- 
ward Reverence : To receive the Sacrament, an out- 
ward expreſs of an 7#ward P7zety. So that if Spirit and 
Truth ſtood oppoſed to theſe, there conld be no »iſe- 
ble Religion, nor no outward godlinef in the world : 
And this properly. leads to the | 
| Second Propoſition, which 1s to ſhew , 4 publick 
worſhip in ſpirit, without truth, the outward expreſſion, 
not be. I EET | 
Now that I ſay, a publ:ck Worſhip, it is no more than 
my Text requireth :. For the. whole difference between 
our 


IT. 


1 


our 84viour and the Samaritan, it was not ( you have 
ſeen) about i»ward or private, but meerly about out- 
ward and about publick worſhip; for Geraſiz and Jery+ 
ſalem they were theſeat of publick worſhip: 


Whereas then our Saviour, ſpeaking to the point of 


publick worſhip, plainly averreth, that even that, (hall 
be in ſpirit and in truth; it even. hence inevitably. fol- 
loweth, that Spirit and Truth cannot here ſtand op- 
poſed to Viſible, Bodily, and exterior worſhip « For, 
if there muſt be under the Goſpel a pablick Worſhip, 
and that worſhip muſt be 7 {þi#it and in truth 5 Ont- 


ward, Viſible, and Bodily exprefiions they cannot here. 


be inhibited; for they muſt be the pxb/:ſhers of all re- 
ligious and all interiour worſhip. For, 

I Cor.2. 11. No #ta# knoweth the things of a man, 
fave the ſpirit of 4 man which is in him. Suppoſe a 
man to have within him all the graces of the Goſpel 3 
no man can kzow this lo long as they onely are with- 
in him: forthe inward or reſerved things of man kaow- 
eth 0 war, ſave the ſpirit of a man which is within 
him. If then the graces of the Goſpel was either gi- 
ven to edifie others, or to gloriſie God; both theſe re- 
quire they be not kept within ; and therefore Spirit 
without Trxth, or inward conceptions without outward 
expreſſions, they will never do the work of God. 

" By worſhip then in Spirit and- Truth, we muſt here 
underſtand a compleat Worſhip; that is, the worſhip 
of the whole Marr 3 Spirit and Truth, that is both. For, 
as the outward without the inward, is meer Hypocri- 
fre 3 even fo the Spirit without Trath, the Minde with- 
out the Xembers, will make but an halting and an 
halving Sacrifice. Yea, in publique, to worſhip 1a Spi- 
rit without -anifeſtations of that Spirit, it is Goth a 
ſeandaloms, and an incredible worſhip : For, as we can- 
not reaſonably believe that man is ſober iz ſpirit, jaw 

Body 


[19] 
Body reels, vomits, and ſtaggers before our Eyes; 'and 
as we cannot reaſonably believe him hozeſt at Heart, 
who we ſee deceitful in Weights ard Meaſures 3 nor him 
charitably minded, who we hear reviling, curſing, and 
defaming his Neighbour : So neither can any man rea- 
ſonably believe that that man is devont iz: Spirit, who 
Is rude in Body ; that that man 18 full of feer within, 
who is full of ſazcizeff without ; that that man doth 
Reverence 7# Spirit, who hath zothing of Reverence 
in the outward geſture: So that Spirit and Truth ſeem 
to me like the outward Expreſſuon to the inward Mea- 
ing : for if the outward Expreſſion be*not arſwera- 
ble to the inward Meaning ; if we #hi7k one thing, 
and ſay another, (though we ſay better than we think) 
there is no ſincerity nor trath in what we ſay. Even fo 
here, if we pretend i: Spirit to have 7» #5 the dread- 
ful apprehenſton of our God, when in outward appea- 
rance we (hew nothing leſs 3 if this be to worſhip in 
Spirit; it is not, it_cannot be in Trxth : For the (ignes 
of Fellowſhip, of Familiarity, and of Boldnefi, they can 
no more be the true expreſſuons of the inward apprehen- 
ſton of Majeſty, Terrour, and an infinite Diſtance, than 
can Vomiting be of Sobriety ; outward Cheating of in- 
ward Honeſty 3 Railing and Wronging of inward Cha- 
rity. For they, who know any thing of Truth, can- 
not but know, that Truth (in general) is nothing elſe 
but an outward Conformity to the inward Apprehen- 

fron, a real Evidence, and Interprerer of the inward 

meaning: And therefore, whereſoever the oxtward 

conformity is ot anſwerable to the 7#ward conception 3 

and the.outward Dcemeanour is not proportionable to 

the Spirit that ads, within, 'let gone pretend what 
height and, holjpeſs of Spirit carl be imagined; Spirit 
ard Truth are'never evidenced ih God's Worſhip, or 

(which is all one ) ## God's honour and glory, _ 

| 


»* 
ba 
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the outward Demeanour be proportioned to the zx- 


ward. Spirit, and the Spirit within be really conformed 


to his' Greatneſf. > _. "1 | 

1 Cor. 14. St. Paul ſpeaking of a Chriſtian convert, 
whoſe Spirit was touched with the Greatzef, Good- . 
neſs, and the Glory of his God, tells us, ſo aFive and 
powerful. was the infpired Spirit , that it inforced a 


* Vi#/. 26. z2anifeſtation of the truth of it : for, * Falling dow 
on his face: he worſhipped God. 


Now, without peradventure, had thoſe who pretend 
to have the. moſt holy and beſt ſpirits, ſuch a feeling 
andreal ſenſe of the Goodneſs, Greatneſs, and the Glory 
of God, as had the Gonvert : Even they, as well as he, 
would fall upon their Faces; orat leaſt in God's publick 
Worſaip, give ſome more probable and better evidence 
that they fear God, and that they are before him but as 
Duſt and Aſhes : for if the ſpiritual man is the greateſi 
diſcerner ; if he is moſt ſenſible of what a God he 
ſerves; certainly. then '( either there 1s no zruth in 
him, or) he is the oft devout, and the humbleſt wor- 


'(hipper in the world. 


Amongſt us wer, in caſe God ſhould ſerſibly reveal 


Ezod. 3 4. himſelf, and manifeſt himſelf to the Eye, as in the Buſb 


to Moſes; or in the habit of the Ceptaiz of an Hoaſt 


164.514 to Joſhua 3, orin Thundring and Lightenihg upon mount 


Sinai : In ſuch a caſe.as.this, I believe very few, if 
any, but would ſay we were bound #o worſhip; and in 
purſuance of. that worſhip,.to_ humble our Bodies, to 
fall upon our Faces, and even oxtwardly to uſe the ut- 


' molt reverence that we could. 


And here I have a ſpecial Appeal to thoſe who 
(themſelves  confeſſing are 1a the religious attendance 
of their God) put on their Hats | To them I appeal, 
whether if the Great God, even now, ſhould at this 
inſtant break in_upon them, and ſhew himſelf [ - [ 

ave 


ani 
have already faid } as terrible as upon mount $74: 5 
orina flaming Buſh; or but as he did to Joſbue with a 
Sword in his Hand: I defire ſuch to conſider, whether 
ſuch an Apparition, or ſuch a Manifeſtation;” would 
not, not onely move, but haſten them to throw off 
their Hats, to fall upon their Knees 3 yea, proſtrate on 
their Faces. Now then if it be ſo, I beſeech you 
let us calmly conſider, what is the ſolema, real,.and 
ſerious bottom or motive, for which we ought to give. 
unto our God all Glory, Honour, Reverence, and Wor- 
ſhip. Isit Yiſeb313ty, or is it Sight ? If (o, then none 
are bound to Reverence, Worſhip, Keel, or fa down 
before him , but thoſe onely who ſee him with their 
Eyes, and behold him as a thing ſen(ible; whereas God 
himſelf hath told us, Exod. 33.21. There ſhall no mar 
ſee me and live. | 
The ground, then, Foundation and Motive to glo- 
rifie and worſhip God, it is not zz Senſe, but in Faiths; 
it is not the ſeezng, but the believing, the Glory, Ma- 
Jeſty, Dominion , Power, and Greatreſs of our God, 
that ſhould z-9ve Chriſtians to- fear, adore, and wor- 
ſhip: And therefore, if we believe God to be ia Hea- 
ven as glorious as the Angels (ee him, as terrible as the 
Damned finde him, or as dreadful as he appeared up- 
on Mount $izai : If we believe him to þe a God 
mighty in Power, glorious in Majeſty , and that God 
who 1s to be feared above all Gods : In the Name of 
that God (1 beſeech you) let us but mwarifeſt that 
Faith, and my Text is done ; for ſo to do, doubtleſs 
is to-worſhip the Father both in Spirit and in truth. 
' _ Matth.18. 20. Where two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in my Name, there am Tin the midſt of them. Our 
Saviour did not ſay, there you ſhall behold or ſze me 3 
yet he poſitively ſaid izs 5w, ThereamT. _. 
Now, being God ah be worſhipped where he is 
20k 
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wot ſeen, tet us but fo pray, /o praiſe, /o fing, ſo wor- 
ſhip where he is [ #hough not ſeen ] as if we did ſee 
him we believe we ought; there would never be any 
further diſpute or demur about outward Worſhip : For 
the Spirit of God, and Trzth, are in ſuch a perfect union, 
that he who worſhips 7 Spirzt, that is, in the dye 
Faith, and fear of God, he will be devout, he will be 
humble, he will by a zzeet demeanour, and outward 
deportment, ſhew the reality and truth of ſuch a Spi- 
ritz forſuch cannot but conclude the truth. No pub- 
lick Worſhip can 'or ought to be in Spirit onely, 

Thirdly, The Chriſtian pra#iſe of worſhipping God 
by Adoration and Liturgies, demonſtrates that they held 
that way the way of worſhipping God in ſpirit and in 
truth. 

Nerwrine Adoratio, Or, as we render it, Worſhip, it is 
taken either in 4bſtraFo, or in Concreto, as the School ; + 
that is, either for an A of it ſelf, or as in Conjun- 
#ion with ſome other Chriſtian-duty, Aatth. 4. 
When the Devil made his laft aſſault upon our Saviour, 
he did require neither Prayer, nor Praiſe, nor Sacrz= 

fice, nor Oblation ; onely thus faid, Yerſ. 9. AU theſe 
things will T give thee, if thou wilt fall down and wor- 
ſhip me, He onely required an outward a& of Wor- 
ſhip abſtracted from all Duty. Whence it appears to: 
me, that ' Adoration 'or Worſhip abſtra@ly conſidered, 
when it onely imports God's Majeſty, and our Diſtance, 
even thus, and no more, it 1s of great acconnt with 
God Almighty ; or elſe the ſubtile Devil-would never 
haveattempted by a ſmgle a& of Adoration to have rob- 
bed the World-of a Redeemer, by thus doing to make 


- the Saviourof Mankinde a S7zwer. 


But, by Workſhipin the Text, we are ot to under- 
ftand Worſhip in the A4bſira#, but as going along 
with other Duties, fuch as' make up Chriſtian Worſhip. 

| Now 
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Now that it may appear' that unleſs the Chriſtian Church 
(for of Schiſmatical and Faratick ſpirits, ' unleſs bypity, 
we are to' take no notice) by a Worſhip in Spirit and 
Truth, and by worſhipping the Father, underſtood 
worſhipping in 4 Fore (for Father implies a Form) 
and by publick, Liturgies; let us a little furvey their 
Piety and their Prayers. Firſt, Our bleſſed Lord and 
Maſter,who gave this rule, he himſelf exemplified what 
he gave for the exact Pattern, and the very Bafis of all 


Goſpel-worſhip, 1s, Pater Noſter, Our Father. The A- at. s. 


Poſtolieal Symbol,the Canon and Square of . all the Pro- 
teſlions of oxr Faith, it begins, Credo in Denm Patrem, 
T believe in God the Father. Confeſſzor of ſires, as the 
worgds were by our Saviour put into the mouth of 
the penitent Prodigal, it is an addreſs unto #he Father 5 


Twill goto my Father, &c. And Father,T have ſinned L815. 


againſt heaven and againſt «hee... The Sacrament of ** 
Jnitiation, or firſt admittance into the myſtical Com- 


munion,it is confined to this rule; T7» the Name of the ,,,,1, a8; 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. + Yea, 19. 
when the Church in brmble thankfulneſs returneth 
Praiſe and Glory unto' God for all his benefits, it 1s 
done (as becomes trae Worſhippers.) by worſhipping 
the Father, and by ſaying, Glory be to'the Father,” and 
fo the Son, &c. CEETDICN. 

And as for, the Church. of ' Ezg/and , 1s not every 
Collet.a moſt exact Goſpel-worſhip 2 Almighty und. 
20ſt merciful Father, begins our Conteſſion. Almighty 
God the Father of our Lord" Jeſws Chriſt, begins our 
Abſolution. -Then the Prayer of the $97 unto his Fa- 
ther : And the Clofe of every Collect is,through Jeſus 
Chriſt;which is ſtilFan implication of the Father - So that 
according to this rule,the true Worſhippers ſhall wor- 
ſhipthe Father. - Who can be truer Worſhippers: than 
that Church, all whoſe pn Prayers are A" 

HAS 2 an 


I 7 he 2, 
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and Ads of worſhip to the Father? And as for-8p;- 
rit «ud Truth, had it been 3nconſiſtent with publick and . 
outward Worſhip, or with Form, then St. Pax! would 
never have writ to Timothy, mwitzdviow that Prayers 
ſhould be not onely ſaid, but wade for Kings and all 
that are in Authority, | 

St. Fares the Brother of our Lord, he had ſcornful- 
Iy and ignominioutly been termed Jucobas Liturgas, 
ames the Liturgiſt , had ſet Forms been inconſiſtent 
with Spirit and truth. Juſiinve Martyr he would never 
have ſpoken of Ka: rwz1, of Common-prayers, nor 7g- 
»atizs before him of wiz «ar, of one Prayer, had it 
been a ſiinting of the good Spirit to have a Liturgy, or 
a Common-prayer. Yea, there would have been no 
Churches to have worſhipped God in , no publick Aſ- 
ſemblies to have worſhipped there, nor indeed no. 
uſe at all of our Bodzes in order to God's glory , if 

Spirit and. Truth concluded againſt outward wor- 

Ip. 
Whatſoever then the antient Churches underſtood 


 bySpirit and Truth , they did not nnderſtand an oppo- 


Ih 


ſition either tobodily or to outward worſhip : For, that 
"which is held the beſt Interpreter of Scripture, to wit, 
Praxis Eccleſie, the Church-PraGtice , you ſee it doth: 
evince the contrary ;: for they had Churches ;, they had 
known and ſet Forms for publick worſhip. Yea, Beze 
himſelf in his ſmaller Notes, thus : 22 ad Ordinenr 
ſpeFant, ut precum formule diſpoſuit Apoſiolus; Thoſe 
Decencies which appertain to Order, as Forms of 
Prayer, the 4poſtle himſelf prepared and diſpoſed. 

By Spirit and Truth then,»we may very well here 


» 


' underſtand a worſhipping of the Father, according to- 


thoſe wcaſures which the Spirit, Light, and Grace of 
the Goſpel preſcribeth and alloweth to 98. By Trath, 


we may underſtand ſuch outward expreſſions and. 
2» | man- 


[25] 


maniſeſtations as are proportionable to ſuch a Spirit, 
to ſuch Lzght, to ſuch Grace : for ſo by their unani- 
mous and conſtant praQtice, the primitive and belt 
Churches underſtood it. | 

Laſily therefore, give me leave in a word to ſhew 
how much it concerns us to give a// due regard and 
reſpe# to the outward and publick Worſhip of God un- 
der the ſtate of the Goſpel, 

The Servants of God under the Goſpel, they are 
- ſtiled by our Saviour Yer? Adoratores, the true Wor. 
ſhippers (not the #»ſatiable Hearers.) Now it ſeems 
ſtrange to me, that Chriſtians ſhould emphatically be 
called the true Worſhippers, and yet many make 20 


account at all of Evangelical Worſhip 3 as if God did - 


not as much regard the honour done wnto his Perſon, 
as he doth the bare hearing and liſtening to his Word - 
Or as if Pray continually, and Continue inprayer, ſoun- 
ded not as much duty, as doth Be inſtant in ſeaſon and 
ont of ſeaſon. , 

By Evangelical Worſhip I underſtand Prayers, Sup- 
plications, and giving of Thanks, confeſſuon of Sin, 
profeſſuon of Faith , making and performing of Vows, 
oblation of Praiſe, ſinging of Hymns and Pſalms, re- 
ception of Sacraments , Adoration either with or with- 


out theſe. So that the Father is then worſhipped in - 


Spirit and in Truth, whea there 1s a reverential ad- 
dreſs, ora religtous performance of all or a»y of theſe 
before him; ſo that we cannot come under the honou- 
rable Appellative in the Text, Yeri Adoratores ,.true 
Worſhippers, unleſs we outwardly and publickly 
even thus a//emzble for to worſhip. Eſay 66. 23. the 
Evangelical Prophet , ſpeaking of Goſpel-days, thus 
_ : AU fleſh ſhall come to worſhip before me, ſaith 
the Lord. | Hp 


To worſhip, is ( not to clap on our Hats and ſit on 
| our 


IV. 
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our Seats tg hear a Sermon, but ) to perform ſome 
at of honour, ſome hymble office, ſome ſuch religious 
Duty, the reverexce whereof may ſhew forth or 
diſtauce, and the Father's 810y3 the performance 

e 


whereof may move a/ who ſee it fay, Theſe men are 
in the preſence, and before their God « Theſe men 
know what they worſhip : Theſe men have the Fear 


and Apprehenſion of a gloriozs Majeſty before their 


EYES. | 
For, being the great deſigne of God in all his works 
1s the ſetting forth of his ow# Glory , Worſhip it is 


the very immediate texdexicy to that great end : For, 


they that worſhip, it is their aFzal employment to fet 
forth his praiſe, and to magnifie him under ſome glo- 
rious Attribute or other-: So that indeed between 
Hearing and Worſhipping there is as much difference, 
as between Hearing and Doing : For Hearing berng - 
bat a diſpoſitioz to Doing , .Worſhip is the very pra- 
Fice; Doing, and aFual Advance of God's honour 3 
and therefore a Duty not to be laid aſide, nor fo cool- 
Iy frequented and performed as by too too many. He: 
who in the ſecond Commandment ſaid, Thou ſhalt not 
bow down to them or worſhip them + He who forbids 
Sacrifice, and Prayers, and Praiſes, yea, the very bow- 
ing of, the Body to falſe Gods , doth not in ſo doing 
imply leſs than a reſervation af this Worſhip to him- 


felf: And therefore to him who is the everliving' 


God, and the everlaſting Father, to him we muſt aſcribe 
and give the Glory, the Honour, and the Worſhip that 
evangelically is due unto him: for the true Worſhip- 


pers arein af duty bound to worfhip the Father, and 


to worſhip him in Spirit and Truth. | 
Hof. 6. 6. 1deſired mercy and not ſacrifice, and the 
knowledge of God more than burnt-offerings. Under 


the Law, we all know the ordinary and outward _ 
| | | ” 


ſhip. it was Sacrifice, and Byrn#-offerings; and yet 
mercy and the knowledge of God, Spiritual and Evan- 
gelical atts were even then moſt acceptable; and even 
then upon this very account you ſhall finde both David 
and the people going up #0 worſhip. , 

Pſal. 122. 1, Twas glad when they ſaid unto me, Let 
ws go into the houſe of the Lord, Now, what did the 
people go into the Houſe of the Lord: for ? or for 
what did David ſo rejoyce to go up with them ? was 
It think you fo hear 4 Sermon 2 No; but it was #o 
worſhip 3 or, as it is v. 4. To give thanks unto the Name 
of the Lord. And, ' 

Pſal. 42. 4. What is it the Prophet David there ſo 
- ſadly remembreth, and in bitterneſs poureth forth his 
Soul for the want of it, but onely this ; 7 had gore 
with the multitude, I went with them to the houſe of 
God. What-to do? onely to hear? No; but to wor- 
ſhip, and to give praiſe to God : For it followeth'z 7 
wert up with the wvoyce of joy and praiſe, with a mul- 
titude that kept holy-day, He was a great Worſhip- 
per, and delighted to go xp with them who went to 
worſhip. And it ſeems to me worth obſervation, and 
to our preſent: purpoſe , that from the beginning of 
the world, all along .in Scripture, we never read of any 
ereFion raiſed to God, but the firſt and prime inten- 
tion of it was Worſhip. For, | 

The jf7# holy ereftions we read of, they were Al- 
tars3 and thoſe we know were for Sacrifice, which was 
then Worſhip. The ſecond we read of, was the Ta- 
bernacle; .and at the Door of this Mhſes and Aaron 
they went up to warſhip. Thirdly, we read of a glo- 
rious' Temple built by Solomon ; of a ſecond built by 
Zerubbabel ; a third by Herod, all devoted and built 
for Worſhip. Yea, faith God by his Prophet, My houſe #{ay $6: 
ſhall be\ called the houſe of prayer to all nations ; and 

| what 
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what is that but the houſe of Evangelical worſpip 2 
And indeed we finde to that very uſe the bleſſed Apo- 
(tles did put the Temple; Peter and John they went up 
to the Temple at the hour of prayer. Yea, the very firſt 
Houſes that the holy Chriſtians after them built, they 
were called 'zrwizzz, Oratories, or Houſes of Prayer. And 
indeed what is Heaven it ſelf, and the glorious pre- 
ſence of our God, but a place of worſhip £ Rev.. 4. I. 
The four and twenty elders fall down before him that ſate 
on the throne, and worſhip him that liveth for ever and 
ever,and caſt their crowns before the throne, ſaying, Thou 
art worthy, O Lord, toreceive glory, and honour, and 
power 3 for thou haſt created all things, and for thy 
pleaſure they are and were created. 

Tea, if that Argument of St. Paul, upon which he 
prefers Charity betore Faith and Hope, be concluding z 
if Charity, becauſe it abideth when Faith and Hope 
{hall be no more, is #herefore the more excellent gift; 
certainly then, fince we finde Worſhip where Preaching 
ſhall' not be; ſince we finde Worſbip the employment 
of Angels,and the everlaſting exerciſe of beatified Saints 
and Soxls; to worſhip God muſt needs be a duty 
'of #0 mean concern, ſpecially if we conſider how we 
are taught to pray, Thy will be done in Earth as it is in 
Heaven : for the will of God #here is an inceſſant, and 
an everlaſting worſhip. "7 RIG | 

Now certainly either we 2zinde not what we pray, 
believe not we are to do as well as to ſay our Prayers 3 
or Elſe we could not conceive our ſelves bound to wor- 
Jſoip upon Earth even hizz, who is inceſſantly worſhip- 
.ped in the Heavens. | ; | 

And being I have ſhewed unto you how all holy,pla- 
ces that were ever erefted, either by Commandment 
from God, or by the z»ſtin&# or motion of the Spirit 


of God, wereall chiefly deſigned for worſbip 3 that. -, 
for 
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for offering up unto'God either Sacrifice, or Prayers, 
_ Praiſes, Confeſſion of Sits, Profeſſzors of Faith, Hymng, 
Pſalms, and ſpiritual Songs; thetefore ſuch places, 
they ought to be: frequented by us, and that purely up- 
on the account of theſe performances, that is, upon 
the account of Worſhip :; For, ov 

He that ezters into this Houſe of Prayer, and Jevout- 
ly, as did the Publican, ſhall ſmite his Breaſt, and fay 
no more than God be nes to me 4 ſinner 3 he doth 
God more honour than is done by the rude and ordina- 
ry hearing of a Sermon. He who ſhall hambly fall upor 
his Knees, and ſincerely offer up unto the Father the 
Prayer of his own Son, thoſe two Knees do God more _ 
honour than a #honuſand Hats upon 4 thouſand Heads. 

Yea, being it is the charge of our bleſſed Lord and 
Maſter, Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may wut. .16, 
Jee your good works,andglorifie your Father which is in 
Heaven z It is impoſlible any example ſhould be viſible, 
anleſs the Reverence be ſexſble, and the outward Ex- 
prefiions ſuch as may move others to fall down and 
worſhip ; that is, reverendly to confeſs, to praiſe, to 
bleſs, and to glorifie our Father which 15 in Heaven. 
It is anold ſaying and a true, Occulte Muſice nullune en- 
cominunm , Of concealed Mulick there is no praife : For, 
let an Artiſ# have in him the ſenſe and habit of Afu- 
fick never fo well, be he able in his Spirit to lodge 
the comprehenſions of a/ Harmony ; yet unleſs he et- 
ther ſing or play, unleſs he either by Yoice or Tnſtra- 

t diſcover this hidden skz4/, he can neither give 
delight to the Hearer, or get any praiſe or reſpe&t unto 
himſelf. Even fo it is in Religion and holy Duties 3 
let men have 1n Spirit the habits of Faith, Hope, Chari- 
ty, and af/ Graces whatſoever ; all this, whilſt but in 
the Spzrit, it onely is Occulta Muſica, undiſcerned Pie- 
ty, inviſeble goodneſs, — at all either edifying 


. others, 


Fev. Go II; 
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: or, advaneing God's glary. - Sq, that whether 
It:-be Eonverfe&ien or Worſbip'; Spirit. without Truth, 
iuwmard Religion without outward Evidence , Faith 
within, without .orks without 3 they may be Argu- 
ments of :a;Faratick, by no means of an holy 8pirze. 
So that I ſhall conclude;.this whole Diſcourſe with 
that of our Saviour, AMatth., .I'9, Ge: Whom God hath 

Joyntd: together, tet no man put aſunder.. Whether it 
be-in our converſe  with\God. or Men; whether it be 
in Ged's Service, or in Ged's Worſhip 5 whether what 
we do hath' reſpeR.;to the Perſox of Gad, or to the 
Command: of Gad:; Spinit and Truth, whom God hath 
joyned.topether,.they- mult 'never be put aſunder. 

What. Graces ſoever we. have-in #be, Spirit; the truth 
of their being there muſt be evidenced by our oxtward 
carriages what Reverence, what Fear, what Awe, and: 
what Efkeem ſoever the Spirit hath of \the Xajeſty, Pre- 
ſexier, and Greatnefi. of our God, that mult be verified, 

ets, 4nd proved by: our o#tmard. Worſhip. For, 

! Godin Heaven -will not that Angels, and Spirits , worſhip 
ny es themſelves (and as ſome take the Notion) an Spirit onely : If 
to him all the Angels cry aloud,the Heavens and all the powers there-. 
in: Tf to him Cherubinand Seraphin continually do cry, Holy, Holy, 
Holy Lord God of Sabbaoth, Heaven and Earth are full of the Ma- 
jcfty of thy Glory : Kfto hinv Ten thouſand times ten-thouſand\ were 
heard ſaying. (with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain to 
receive. power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and 
glory, and'blefſing > certainly. then all the Earth ſhould warſhip him, 
magnifie his Name, confeſs before him, and confeſs him before men 3 
we ſhould all ſing, and praiſe, and laud, and do every thing, and no- 
thing but ſuch things in time of his holy Worthip, as may ſpeak me 


Glory, the Goodneſs, the Holineſs, the Greatnels, and the Majeſty. 
of the'God we-worthip. And thus to.do,/is todo my Text thus. 


todo, is. toworlhip in Spirit:aod in. Truth; And fo Lbavedone 


 withtheſe words, 


The bur cometh aud now. is, when. the true worſhippers Jhall. more, 


Aiptte F eter in ſpiri and eh 


'Tibi oli 


' tio, cultus, nunc, & im #ternum, Amen. . 
FINIS. 


omine debetur Latria; tibi omnis honos; adord=- 


= FO. OO TIE Ii TIES <A > 


_—_ 


A REVIEW 


OF A BRIEF 


APOLOGY 


FOR SUCH 


SEQUESTER'D CLERGY, 


Who chooſe rather to ſuffer 


Sequeltration, 


Than to lay aſide 


The LITURGY, 


And receive 


The DIRECTORY. 


Written in a Letter to Mr. STEPHEN MARSHALL; 
whoſe Anſwer 1s here Printed, never before extant ; 
and how obtained. - #5 


# « 

4.4 kv 
.it 

i 


— 


TOGETHER wITH "© 
A brief Perſwaſive to the onely uſe of Set FoRMs 1n 
Private FAMILIES. 


By John Allington, Vicar of Leamington- Haſtang. 


Dnod ad formulam Precum & Rituum Eccleſtaſticorum 
valde probo, ut Certa illa fit, a qua Paſtoribus diſcedere in Fundione 
ſua non liceat 3 tam ut conſulatur quorundam ſimplicitati.& imperitie, 
quam ut certius ita conſtet omnium inter ſe Ecclefiarum Conſenſis. 

Johannes Calvinus Prote&ori Angliz, 1 Edw. 6th. 


LON DO N: Printed for Thomas Baſſet, at the George near St. 
| Dwunſtans Church in Fleet-ſtreet, 1 6 7 8. - 


» —_—— —  — 


AGES. 4 


e 
, 
} 
Fg 
i 
i 


) 1 x EP 


Ny fe. wad 


To the Moe” 
| And his much honoured Neighbour, 


CHA RLES LEIGH Elq; 
At Borigs 


Ay He juſtice of your - Birth forceth-me to 
preface you by that [, which I. con- 
ceive] isleaſt honourable in you, Your 
native Nobility. For, morally to ſpeak, 
look what is neceſſary i is ſcarce laudible, | 
ne non fecimws ipſt, | 
Vix ea Noſtra voco. 

An adventitious-is no acquired Honour : And if Poetry 
may paſs for Heraldry, 

: Nobilitas: ſola eſt atque unica Vintw. || 
There is no- real Nobility which hath not more of 
Virtue than Blood in it. And this ſeems patroniz'd 
by a great Fountain of Honour, even our bleſſed 
Lord and Maſter, who allowed the Jews to be the 
Seed, but not the Sons of Abraham : for he plainly tells 
them, it was Works and Imitation, not a Line or De- 
ſcent, that made Children uato Abraham. 

The witty Atheiſt whoin his Dialogues brings 1n 
Galatea and Doris diſcourſing of the love of Polyphe- 


2144; tells her, ſhe ſhould not look upon his Deformity, 
or 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
or r minde his having hue one-Eye, and that in his Fore- 
heads for he yas the-S$on of Nep But the nice 
; replied {ſmart lyy 42 2 rd credliy | gente illiquic- 
at ib (cf 'hanle eſt thou. that'a 


ken | begot.:by. a 
God, deformities are comely > Now truely as deſcent 
cannot make fe 2G a2 es :1s not ſo; 
ſo neither can ES e that honourable that 50 
not ſos! For #R6ngh petfvEaly ablio? to! thmk that 


Hoc propri- Do ati a OT, Pro, 
A eyes pkg ee Foy 
Eoranboud Fight to their Goods, or onely the od, party a juſt 
ti proſm title to Riches and ſecular Dominion ; yet may I di- 
Je 14t- ſtinguiſh between real and ſecular Honour. I conceive 
izHebr,2, ſuch to empty themſelves of all real Repute, *alid di- 
P-5.  velttheniſtyeof alfidue-Hanouri, who by doing un- 
worthy lthinss': 'makethemſclyosvile, unclean, and that 
which Mtarids iv dixetboppalition to-what is truely ho- 
nourable't Sothat'a.man may'ias well argue, deformed 
and'vgly: polyphemus was:therefore; beautiful , becauſe 
Neptune was his Rather. 'as:@aV itious- perſon: therefore 
truely and really honounabla, hace, AAR of true 
hotiowe porhim.: 27/0: 52107 
To you | my homers Neighliour J L cherafire 
make my Adwreſ$ ;- becauſe you have Honour:,of your 
own, Tartinſecal:Honour, ſuch which you merit;to. be - 
honoured abd'regarded{'for, Religion, Sgbriety,, Tem. 
perance, and the'rare Grace of theſe: times, Conjugal. 
Chaſtity 5 no';man: rejoyoing more, with) the Wite of. 
his Youth, and [ as. the holy Pen expreſſeth it ] ra- 
viſhed : always with her love: . 
To you | worthy-Sir] -F bave made, bald, togive the 
Patronage” of what here! followethz iyhieh; being, a 
brief Afſertion of a neceſlity:of publickly-worſbipping.; 


Godby a fet Form, I therefore” taake yours, becauſe, 
c 


NE She: Aiſle, Dediceivry. 
belide, that perſonal Piery. which YPIF, God, alage is 
waneono, JIN in Eu nike 


Low be a ego the —= man,be.the Javdible. per- 
ſon 3 he is moſt ſo who conforms ta, Laws and. re@Wajes 
himſelf, and Family by it«;,;- -;; } 

: Secondly,, Anunknown Worſhip, it i943 progortiona- 
ble folly to an. unknown God.: For, as.St,Pexl tol.the 
Athenians it was ſuperſtitious and nalawful,for.them 
to: worſhip. they knew not what, 1; though that un- 
known was thought to be the true God:}};- ;Eyeaſo as 
unlawful it may ſeem [ or elte let. Latine Prayers pals In 
to worſhip a known God we know.not howz, which 
he who joyns iſſue in a conceived or unknown Prayer 
muſt needs do : For the Worſhip maſt be: over, before 
he can judge of it. 

Thirdly, To offer the Blinde, Lame, or Sick to God 
for. Sacrifice, :God' himſelf .hath declared Evil. | But 
whoſoever ſhall bare his Head, fall upon his Knees, and 
be' ready to joya in the Oblation of he knows;get 
what; heis in a preſent diſpoſition to offer up to.his 
God [tor ought he knows] the Blinde, the Lame, the 
Sick, that is, ſuch crude and unhallowed, both: Petiti- 
Ons and Expreſſions, ;-as are- unworthy the AJmigNy's ; 
yea, unfit tobe preſented toa,Governour. ./; 

Fourthly, To offer that to our God which, would ant 
pleaſe our: Goveraour, God abhors,..,, Now.what man 
amongſt us will be content. that -a, Petition.be-drawa 


hs proficxetin his Name $0-a,man of, Power, and-he 
nEVET 


W 
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never ſee it, norhearit read,-till 'tis/read and offered. 
to the Govertiour'? Arid ſhall ' we think it meet with' - 


leſs confideration to offer up our Prayers to God, than 
Petitions to one like unto-our ſelves? _ h 

_ Fifthly , Every conſidering man will finde, to the 
compleating of a publick Prayer, there muſt be a con- 
currence of theſe fix Ads. 1. Hearing. 2. Under- 


ſtanding. ' 3: Conſideration. 4. Judgement. 5. Obla- 


tion. And Laſtly,Devotion. Now,whether theſe can 
be better managed when a man knoweth what to pray, 
or where a man muſt warily liſten what [| through 
diſtance, or for not acquaintance with the Voice he 
oft cannot underſtand, or underſtanding cannot fo in- 
ſtantly confider and judge of, as to deem it a meet ob- 
lation for his God : Whether, I ſay, theſe as can bet- 
ter be diſcharged [and Preſftartiſſiuzea queque Deo] up- 
on a tranſient than a ſet Form, let every man ſo judge, 

as he will anſwer it to his God. "l, 
- 8ixthly, Men of different Principles can' never con- 
ſcionably joyniin conceived or conceited Prayer. For, 
he who holds Original Sin in Infants , as ſuch, no bar 
to Salvation, he cannot abide that men in Prayer 
ſhould fay they are damned before-born, and came 1n- 
to the world Brands of Hell-fire! Or ſuch who hold 
Sacraments have no effe& butin the Ele& onely , theſe 
cannot joyn in a preparative Prayer; but either they 
muſt have a Congregation of Elect onely , or they 
muſt raſhly fay they know not what , and pray for 
ſuch grace for ſome preſent, which they pretend to 
know God will never give. And indeed, upon what 
but upon this, are built all the ſorry Objections againſt 

the Liturgy? | 
Seventhly, Conceived Prayer, or, as they call it, 
raying by the Spirit, is for the moſt part a great cheat, 
being the main Produ& of a ready Tongue and a 
| ſtrong 


| meme 
——— 
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iftle Dedicatory. "I. 
taking and popular. For, that 


the Holy Spirit will put words into the mouth of any 


ſtian. Sr. 
.. That place of Zechary , I will pour upon the houſe of 244, 12. 
David, and upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the ſpi- 10. 
rit of grace aud ſupplications; 1t will by no means 
do-them this ſervice. . For [Authority I hope unde- 
niable to. conceivers'] the A4ſembly- Annotations tells 
ans, , 4nd I will pour 3 This Prophecy had its accom- 
pliſkment partly upon our Saviour's coming, and yet 
fþall more fully upon the laft converſion of theFews - 
So that by them the preſent Chnrch ſeems not the ſub- 
je& of this promiſe. .. Indeed they fay the houſe of. 
David typically repreſents the Church of Chrift and 
the Children of God. But then bythe Spirit of Grace 
and Supplications, they. by no meantis mean the gift of 
Prayer,;or a power of 8 ſudden to fay what they liſt 
iathe Vocative Caſe,.. For by the ſpirit of Grace, they 
onely. mean an help from God to make Prayer in'Be- 
lievers. holy and acceptable, _and that is far from long 
and, indigeſted Rapſadies. And as for that vpon _ 
_ «which  Fanaticks lay. the great ſtreſs , the Spirit of 
Supplicationsz : The Comment declines it wholly, and 
rather fides with thoſe who. render the Original by 
Compaſlion. or Lamentation.' So that this is a pitiful I 
Bottom to. cozen and cheat . the people on, with, or 4 
to an-expettation of ſuck a ſurprize. of Spirit as ſhall | 
make them pray what they liſt,and as long. Andiindeed | 
both 'the learned 1a the oor Tongue, and the Con- 


' text 
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text bear againſt it : for albeit ſome conceive, as the 
vulgar Latine renders it, Prayer or Supplications may ; 
yet as Cornelizs A Lapide [| whom I therefore quote, 
becauſe he hath prepared the ColleQion for me ] upon 
the place obſerves, the Septuagint, the Chaldee, Pa- 
grine, the Tigurine Verſion, and Hierom { by what 
ſome Humorilts call the Spirit of Prayer] they rather 
render Compaſſion, Commiſeration; a Minde tender 
and propenſe to pity and compaſſion. And.indeed if 
we conſider the very next words, and by them mea- 
ſure the prime end of this promiſe, we ſhall finde the 
genuine and'proper meaning of the Text muſt needs 
be thus : | | | 

T will pour upon the houſe. of David” and' the In- 
habitants of Jerxſalem a Spirit ſo tempered with Grace * 
and Tenderneſs, that they ſhall be ſenſibly touched 
and affeted when they ſhall look upon him whont 
they have' pierced, and ſhall mourn for him, as one. 
who mourneth for his onely Son. Enough to evince- 
the Septuagint, the Chaldee , and the reſt, rather to- 
oc ixmpus, The Spirit of Commileration, Pity, and 
Compaſlion, than as the vulgar Latine \ which, but to 
ſerve an intereſt, the godly Party abhors to follow ] 
Spirits precum, the Spirit of Prayers : Yea, in former 
and elder Engliſh Verſions it is read thus, The Spirit 
of Grace and Compaſſion; and: perchance had been 


* fo ſtill, had.not this pretended' gift of praying ſprung: 


aut not many years before the laſt Tranſlation. 

But fiace. men have had an itch to magnifie their- 
own gifts, and, as did the Scr:bes and Phariſees, by 
long prayer to.get inta and deceive the people , ſet 
Forms of Prayer hath been mightily depreſt ; as if thoſe 
Prayers were unworthy a. Parlour, that did decore a 
Church. Bur, | q 

If we ſhall look back to the days -of Edward the 

) ſixth, 


ſixth, and Queen Mary, we ſhall finde both at hom 
and abroad, both 1n private and in publick,the Church- 
Prayers were venerable and of great uſe. 

In the days of Edward the ſixth, one Thoxras Cotteſ- 
ford put out the Church-prayers in the Singular Num- 
ber, that they might be fitted for a Cloſet and a per- 
ſonal Devotion, - and accommodated to every day of 
the Week Morning and Evening : .And he was held a 
very good man in his days, and [as I have been told] 
.of the Puritan way. | , 

In the days of Queen Mary, Dr. Taylor, Parſon of 
Hadleighin Suffolk, | as in his Life appears] when his 
Wife came in an Evening to viſit him, his Evening- 
prayer was the Letany ; and whilſt he lay in Priſon, 
his daily Prayers were the Service-book of Edward 
the ſixth ; and that Book he gave to his Wife as a pious 
Legacy. So that it was then no ſtrange thing to uſe 
the Common-prayer in a private houſe ; nor was that 
arrogancy of Spirit in holy Breaſts,- as to think no 
Prayer comparable to thole of their own conceiv- 
10g. | 

I may take God to witneſs [honourable Sir] I can 
ſay with a perfe&t Heart as ſes once did [ Numb. 11. 
26. ] Would God all the Lords people were prophets, 
and that the Lord would put his Spirit upon them. 
But to hear ignorant, raſh, cunning and catching peo- 
ple, calling their own, God's Spirit, and their crafty 
effuſions, the Breath of God and his Dictates3 This 
my ſoul abhors; an indignation to this, was a great 
motive to the following Letter. I conceived a neceſ- 
ſity upon me then to atſerta fet Form, when an abun- 
dance of what was then called Prayer, favoured 
more of Diurnals, Deſignes, News, and Villanies, 
than of godlinefs, or purity of the Goſpel. Yea, the 
Spirits of too too many of = own calling are not yet 

h | 2 f? 0 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. - 

to be truſted toſpeak what they liſt in Prayer , ſome 
| yet taking occaſion rather to inſtil their preſent dif- 

| likes, thanto promote a ſincere and pure Devotion. 
Now being it is ſo, that men of different Principles 
can never conſcionably joyn in a controverted Prayer, 
there ſeems to me even hence, a great neceſlity that 
Prayer ſhould be ſet and known ; that Prayer ſhould 
be with ſuch prudence and care compoſed; that no- 
thing bein any of publick cognizance which hath an 
thing of private Intereſt and Deſigne 1 it. | 

- In the Offices of the Church of Rome, and in fa- 
ctious Prayers,we ſce and hear too much of this. 

_ Upon Aſh-wedneſday thus prayeth the Roxwarn par- 
ty : Omanipotent and eternal God, ſpare the Penitent, 
and be propitious to the Supplicant — Et mittere dig- 
neris- SanFum Angelum tuum de Colis, qui Benedicat 
& Sandificet hos Cizeres — And vouchſafe to fend 
down thine holy Angel from Heaven, that he may 
bleſs and ſanctifie theſe Aſhes. Wall you ſee to what 
end ? It followeth— Ut ſnt Remedium ſalutare Om- 
nibus Nomen Sandum tuum implorantibus, & ſemet- 
#þ/os pro Conſcientia DeliForum ſuorum accuſantibus, 
ante Conſpetum Diving Clementie facinora deploran- 
 tibas, vel ſereniſſimam pictatem tuam. ſuppliciter obnix- 
eque flagitantibus —- | 

That they may be an. wholſom Remedy to all 
who humbly call upon thy holy Name ; and out of 
conſcience of their own demerits accuſe themſelves, 
deploring their heinous ſins in the ſight of thy Di-. 
vine Clemency, or humbly and earneſtly begging 
thy moſt ſerene Piety. | 
Et preſta per invocationem- ſanGi(ſimi Nominis tui, 

xt quicumque eos ſuper ſe aſperſerint pro Redemptione 

peccatorum ſnorum, Corporis ſanitatem, &* Anime tu- 

#elam percipiant,per Chriſtum Dominum noſirum. I 
£0 
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' The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
And grant that by the invocation of thy moſt ho- 
'Iy Name, whoſoever ſhall fprinkle theſe upon them- 
ſelves, for the Redemption of their fins, may re- 
. Ceive the health of Body, and protection of Soul, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. + | 
Now this Colle& having that in it which the Prin- 
ciples of our Church allow not; for as much as we 
are wholly ignorant of any capacity in Aſhes of” be- 
ing bleſſed and ſanified ; or of any promiſe made, 
that upon prayer for ſuch a Sandification God will - 
ſend an Angel from Heaven on ſuch an errand ; we not 
believing that Aſhes are ordained to be an wholeſom 
remedy toall who humbly call upon God's holy Name, 
or that in order to remiflion of fin we may ſprinkle them 
upon our Heads; orif we ſhould, that thence ſhould 
iſſue (no not upon Chriſts account) health to our Bo- 
dies, or proteCtion to our Souls: we [ I fay Þ disbelie- 
ving. all this, cannot joyn in ſuch Petitions, ' neither 
give 'our preſence or 4-:er to fuch a Prayer. 'And 
many, very many ſuch extravagances are in the Romar 
Breviary and Miſlal. | | 55 85 
Now if Proteſtants generally opine-it 1s not Jaw- 
ful knowingly to be preſeat when Petitions againſt 
their Judgement and Conſcience are to' be offered'ttp 
in Prayer and prefer'd to God; certainly then, it is'at 


leaſt very CAREER for any Chriftian'ts freqUeAFconl 
RG 


ceived and unknown Prayers : For -as bad, | 
than any js in-the Roman Eiturgie\have'dohe! aid ifihy 
come from 'men fo praying. *And this probably Was 
a main reaſon that the Independants 'dropr off from 
the Presbyterians, and the Quakers both ; for neither 
having common principles, neither - could conſcien- 
tiouſly endure to pray together.” And indeed to- at. 


unknown Prayera diſcreet man'may very well ſay,” he 


therefore\will not be prefent at it. © T profeſs, it iv a+ 
| . grand 
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grand defire of my Heart, that as there is but one Shep- 
herd, ſo there might be one Fold. TI ſhould rejoyceat 
nothing more, than. an univerſal Communion, a Ca- 
tholick Peace among Chriſtians 3 and perchance wiſe 
men will finde no one better expedient, than an uni- 
formity of Worſhip, by ſuch a Form of Prayer, 'to 
which all ſincere and ſober Chriſtians'might ſay Amer. 

Now a Form nigher to ſuch an one, wiſer than my 
ſelf have not ſeen any, than our preſent Liturgie : 
For let all the Exceptions to which the Roar Bre- 
viary and Miſſal are lyablez and [ could they benum- 
bred] let all the infipid Excurſions, Vagaries, Imper- 
tinences, and Follies of Extemporary and conceived 
Prayer be reckoned up; The-Liturgie of the Church 
of England is not in any proportion | for Exceptions] 
to be compared with either 3 our Compilers aiming as 
Chriſtians more at Unity, than at any diſcernable de- 
ſigne whatſoever. - EU 
- Bot the Porch begins to be too big for the Buil- 
ding: and therefore, my moſt honourable Neighbour, 
I thus contract. | 

In Privacies, as Cloſets , let the devout proceed a 
Gods Name, to pour out their Souls by ſuch expreſ-. 
tions as may beſt heat Devotion, and belt fix the Spirit : 
For words that moſt affect the Heart, and beſt ſute to 
private grievances and perſonal wantings, are the beſt 
expedients there : -For indeed onely.the Spirit of man 
knoweth what the Spirit would. _ - | 8] 

But when the religious Maſter 1n his Parlour ſhall 
call in his Family to publick Duty, then the Prayer, 


be it what it may, it would be ſet; and that were it 


onely therefore, that the weak and more ignorant 
might ſurely learn it, it being a very laudable and 
good thing,to miniſter Words as well as Grace unto the 
hearer;z and alſo for this reaſon, further to ſecure the 

| | ſtranger, 
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| ſtranger, who upon this account can make but one 
- hazard of his diſcretion; for then he ſhall be able to 


diſcern whether or no it be meet for him any more to 
joyn in ſuch a Form. But if any worthy and devout 


' perſon would that all who lodge under his Roof, or 


come ordinarily to his Table ſhould joyn with him at 
his hours of Prayer [without ſome treſpaſs upon pru- 
dence and civility ] he can neither defire nor require 


It; unleſs he ſhall uſe a known and a publick Form, 


and to.chuſe the Common-prayer. For then, ſhall the 
Strangers be, Children of one and the ſame Mother 
the Church of Ergland; it would be an unhandſome 


| refuſal in them, not to joyn in prayer for a bleſſing 


from God the Father in the words of our Catholick 
and holy Mother. Which Bleſſing may God the Fa- 
ther, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, confirm 
to you and yours, and upon all the honourable Family, 
1s the unfeigned deſire of ; 


Honourable Sir, 


From Leamington Tour Neighbour profeſſung himſelf 
Haſtang, 1666, ' [48 
| moit ready to Love, Honour, 


and Serve you, : 


ls 
John Allington. 


TO 
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| "T'O THE Foge: 

READER. 
= [Hough this little Treatiſe now appears under a ſecond Im- 
preſſion, it is the Author's Firſt : For the Father being 
in thoſe days Proſcriptus, the Child might very proportio- 
| nably he Expolitivus. When the Father durſt not ſhew 

his Head. the Childe durſt not tell bis Name. 

© Nor was it written with any#ntention of _ a publick View 3 ſo that 
indeed by that ſhift, it bears a fairer Front than he who writ it durſt 
have put wpon'it : for amongſt the hanourable Army of Confeſlors,Di- 
vines ſequeſtred upon ourChurch-account,be held himſelf too too unworthy 


zo write their Apology : All his deſigne was to give the reaſons of 
bis own Sufferings , and. to ſhew that he conceived he had juſt cauſe 


. . 70 prefer the Liturgie to his peace. 


Now for as much as theſe Reaſons weregiven in ſuch a time, when 
if they had not been Reaſons , the Preſſures. and Indigences attending 
them would eaſily have diſcovered, at their Requelt whom I much 
bonour , I have reviewed the thing, and finde that what'is Truth and 
Reaſon, it will ftiH be ſo, change the ſtate and condition of Seculars 

. bows they pleaſe : So that look phat in the days of Tryal they then 
did, uo #they in thiſe bettex days do'they ſeem to me. And what to 
me, that alſo. they appear to ſome ſo candidly judicious , that upon 
their account, an4 ( as they conceive _) for the good of others , they 
again ſhew themſelves, not ſo much becauſe ſtrong, but becauſe 
ſhort and: plain, ani ad Captum. vulgi, and to their capacity who 
moſt meed them ; it being thought by ſome, that what was writ and 

bliſhed when the Liturgie ( like Chriſtianity in the days of St. 
aul ) was eyery where much ſpoken againſt 3- that will be much 
ſooner heeded than what hath been. publiſhed, fince our Form of Wor- 
ſhip bath been like the tifing Sun, either for the Beauty or Necetlity 

"off #, received at moſt hands : For to receive it now may be gain, 
but to retain it then had more of godlineſs. But as the Apoſtle of the 
Goſpel, the ſame may I ſay of the-Liturgy 3 whether in pretence or 
truth it is now uſed, I do therein rejoyce, and will rejoyce 3 for 
I know this may turn to the falyation of many, by the ſupply 


i. 
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To the Reader, 
of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt 3 which being the ſpirit of Wiſdomn-and 


Holineſs, will much more certainly accompany a wel-digeited Fortn,zban 


# ſudden Rapſody, in as much as Conſideration and Prudence ap- 


proach nigher to Holineſs and Wiſdom, than rafhnefi, baſty and in- 
conſiderate Effuſions, 

One pretending to pray in my ſequeſtred Pulpit, is ſaid to ſay, | O 
Lord 'get up upon thine Horſe, and make haſte into Ireland, or 
| thou wilt loſe more honour there than ever thou gotſt in Eng- 
land. He certainly had leſs of the ſpirit of Prayer, than he who ſhall 
devoutly read the meaneſt of our Colſetts, And it is very well 
known, if it were worth the while to ſhovel up ſuch Dunghils, we 
might prefent the World with an huge heap of ſuch unſavory Profa- 
nations > and therefore except the madneſs of the people, and the up= 
holding of their Credits who have thus diſhonoured God, T cannot ima- 
gine what ſhould binder an univerſal joy,” that Forms are eſtabliſhed, 
and Miniſters conin'd to pray with the Spirit and with the Under- 
ſtanding alſo : For if St. Paul did wiſely well when he preferred 
five Words Jpoken with the underſtanding, before ten thouſand i: 
' an unknown Tongue , certainly it is. as proportionably true to ſay, A 

Prayer of five Lines deliberately made, underftandingly penn'd, and 
devoutly offered, is to be preferred before an whole hour of that which 
neither Speaker nor Flearer can give any tolerable repetition or- acconnt 
Some whom I have lately treated with are come to this, Truely they 
like tbe.Prayers, and wiſh there were no  worle made : but the Irn- 
polition., . that Chriſtians ſhould be under penalties compelled to be- 
preſent at theſe Prayers, that they like not. Now for their ſakes who 


make this Objeaion ,, T muſt needs ( and eſpecially to them ) remem- | 


ber, that when the Lords and Commons, ating both without and 


againſt their King , were doing (as the godly Miniſters and Party 
Impo- 


then hoped,). their work 3 then, even they ( now Enemies to 
ſition.) were by them tiled Cuſtodes 6 vindices utrinkgue. F: 


Tr 


bu- 
Iz. Not onely Gods Miniſters, but Gods Avengers. hen # was 


lawful for their Magiſtrates in matters of Religion and Wor, i to 
Impoſe 3 and if not obeyed, to Diſpoſe, even of all men had. 

Thus thought the Worthy that T have to deal with ; for Mr. Mar- 
ſhall in a Sermon aspon Plal. 102. v. 16, T7. # 


imperiz | by way of impoſing] in matters of Rgligion, And a lit- 
tle after : As Joſiah put to death thoſe that followed Bal, {0 ny | 
xs 5 as, | '_ the 


| bats, Lo A j Ka Thoſe in: Au- March 26. 
thority.in things of this life, may command and aG& ad  Modrne'1645-: 


= 3 


| To the Reader. 
the Parliament thoſe that will not return to the Lord, and leave 


Antichriftianiſm, 

Tn the year 1647, T have the teſtimony of many pr of Duali- 
ty (then Priſoners in the Tower) who after an hundred Sollicita- 
tions but to have Bread ont of their own Eſtates , received from a 
Chair-man this Anſwer ; He wonld famiſh them into the taking 
of the Covenant and Negative Oath. | 

In the Articles for which IT left my Livelyhood, a grand Charge 
is, the refuſal' of the Diretory. Now, if it were lawful for uſur- 
ping Powers 10 oblige, under the ſeverity of undoing, to be preſent at 
no man knew what 3 at ſach Prayers as could. neither be con- 
ſidered on, nor reviewed : Certainly then a Foxtiori, it -is much more 
lawful for a legal and undoubted Authority to exatt onr preſence at: 
a Form, which may be both (cen, and read, and examined before 
men approach to make or give conſent to the oblation of its And in- 
deed ( not t0 make a buſineſs of this pretence ) it is undoubtedly 
clear, that no party in Authority but did impoſe and did exatt a 
Conformity to their Impoſition. 

Witneſl.the Proteſtation , the Covenant , and the Engagement ! 
All Forms, Humane Forms , and ſuch as have neither Command” 
nor Example in the Book of God : Tea, they were Forms Contradi- 
tory and gain-ſaying each the other : And yet whoſoever refuſed 
any One of them , be was proceeded againſt as diſaffefted to the pre-- 
Jent Government, and by conſequent unworthy to enjoy his own Bread; 
Nor ds T believe there can be found: ſo great a ce between a- 
Vow in Form and a Prayer in Form, that it ſhall be awful for 
Uſurpers to impoſe the one , and unlawful for the legal and loyal. 
Moagiftrate to impoſe the other. So that refuſul of the Common-prayer 
meerly upon the account of Irapolition , it ſeems to carry a greater 
meaſure of ſtomack than Conſcience m it.. | 

And thus thought Mr. Calvin, or elſe he would never have writ to 
the Protectoy in the firſt of Edw. the ſixth (as in the Title-page ). 
That he exceedingly approved 2 ſet Form both-of Prayer and 
Ecclefiaſtical. Rituals, and would bave it ſuch, a3 no Paſtor might 
recede from. Anal for proof of i, in-Englaud, Iſpall onely relate 
what hapned fome nine years. after, and may be read in the 1531. 

% the old-and unpurged Edition of The Book of Martyrs, of 

 fohn- Careleſs a Coventry-Corfeſſby 3 who 40 Dr. Martin thas:. 
bu yr Edition'T peaking of the Gommon-prayer Aro ef | 
is good ahd godly, and in all points agreeing to the Word of _ 
NG =»: 
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To the Reader. 


And then infra: 1 will adde thus much more , That the fame 
Book which is ſo conſonant and agrecable to Gods Word, bing 
ſet forth by common Authority, both the King's Majeity that is 
dead, and the whole Parljament-houſe, ought not to he deſpiſed 
of me, or of any other private man, nnder pain of God's curſe 
and high diſpleaſure, and Damnation except they repent. 

April 25, 1556. See here one ready to go to the Stake | being, 
as himſeF writes , proclaimed Heretick at Pas Crols '] mukes 
ſuch a conſcience of obeying the Anthoritative Impoſition of the Com- 
moneprayer-book,, that he profeſſeth, Nor he himſclt, [ and wil! theſe 
Exceptors ſay he bad not the Spirit of God ? | nor any private man 
might not under the pain of God's curſe deſpiſe it 3 pronowncing 
Damnation to all defpiſers if they repent not. | 

In the'Stirs of Frankford reprinted * you ſhall finde the Exiles of 
Frank-ford were ſo far front thinking it a preflure to a tender Con- 
ſcience to rmpole a Diſcipline, that they made it a condition without 
which no reception into their Congregation , That.not onely Mini- 
ſters, .( as with us _) but Men of all ſorts, yea, and Women too, 
were to ſubſcribe unto it. Nor is it ever to be dream'd there ſhould 
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ever be ſuch a thing as Subordination, ( or as they love to ſpeak, ) 


Ruling Elders, without Impoſitions : Or that any wiſe man ſhould 


impoſe, who hath not a coercive Power. $0 that either every paxticu- 
lar Chriftian muſt be a Church, or there mu} be an obcying, of them . 


that have the rule over us, and a Commenicating in ſuch Prayers as 
we onr ſelves made not. | 


As for that fond Objeftion, ( giving, but not granting of it ) That | 


ſet Forms ftint the Spirit I conceive the reſult of that Diſpute as 
mounts onely to thy. Whether it is,meeter every private Mini- 
ſter, or-a conſultation of many Fathers ſhould do it? For both 
equally do it. For, if the Prayer which they call conceived Prayer 
he indeed ſo foraſmuch as no Conception ,is imaginable without 
Form , by conſequence this conceived is a formed Prayer. And if 
ſo, then the Spirit in the Speaker is confined protempore to.that Form. 

Ff it be not conceived nor conſidered, then "tis raſh, indigetted 5.2 
preſent wnſit for a Ruler, much morefor a God, However, be it what 
itwill, it circumſcribes the Auditors, and bindes.up thicir attention 


* 


ern ME: : 28 

Tn a word, being the Nation bath;ſafly Found, that bath God hath 

been thighty tifhonoured, and the Souls ot. men truely religious might!- 

by grieved at the Follies, Rebellions, Impertinencies, and prodigious 
G 2 Failings: 
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To the Reader. 


Failings of private ſpirits, even under pretence of Prayer 3- there is 4 
grand neceſſity of ſtinting, reſtraining, and limiting. ſuch ſpirits z 10- 
ward which there. is no more excellent expedient than a Form of Pray- 
er, nor any Form (that, I ever yet ſaw _ beyond our own \ concer- 
ning which T ſhall adde this onely. 
Sir, Edward Cook in his famous Reports, reports, how in the 3 3 
year of teen Elizabeth, Mr. Cawdry ſometime Parſon of South-= 
Luffenham, (in the little County of Rutland ) was deprived as the 
Fury then gave in, For that he had preached againſt the Book of 
Common-prayer.and refuſed to celebrate Divine Service according 
to the ſame. ; | 
Now (of the ſame little County), the Writer hereof May the 5th 
| 1646, was at the Committce for plundered Minifters in Weſtmin- 
ſer. Scqueſired, March 17th, 1653, at the General Seſſions. ati 
WS Oakham * Indidted,. And 
" © A Preſident. without a Preſident: or the wuponthe 28th of Novernber, 
Form of t#he Indictment, - 1655,atually deprived by Ma+- 
| jor-General Butler, for Officia- 
The Jurors. for the Lord-Protector of ting or Celebrating Divine Ser- 
' England, upon their Oaths do preſent., that . vice by the ſame.. To the abi=" 


: Edward Freeman of Ayſton in the. County » ding of which. Sequeſtration,, 


,of Rutland Gent. and Dorothy his Wife, the Indictment,or Deprivation , 
25 of December, and. the firſt of January - whether ( notwithſtanding Mr.. 
1653. and divers other Sabboth-days, and Stephen Marſhall's follawing 
& feveral days commonly called the Holy-days Anſwer _) the Reaſons here 
* of Saints, and Friday called Good-Friday, fo!lgwing in. the Letter were: 
W and ſuchlike days as Alh-wedneſday , and. perſwaſive, ſhall now be left to. 
W Sundays in Lent , Eafter-day , and Whit- tbe cenſure of the paticnt aud. 
= {undays, do uſually travel'fcom Ayſton afore- tbe prudent Reader. | 
We {aid to Y/ardly in the fame County, to hear. _ | 
Mr. obn Allington Clerk to read the moſt part of the Book. of Common-- 
W prayer. and 'to receive the Sacrament of the Loxd*s Supper according, to the. 
= Form of the ſaid Book 3 and alſo do preſent - the ſaid f, 4. Clerk, for rea- - 
W ding the ſaid Book of Common-prayer , or. moſt part.of it, at every ſuch. 
- Aſſembly ; and for adminifiring the Lord's Supper to Popiſh and Prelatical. 
perſons of other Countries, Cringing, Bowing, and Kneeling to the Altar. 
WW and Sacrament then adminiftred, contrary to Ordinance of Parliament. in - - 
WM that caſe provided; And did alſo ſay, he would be tom in pieces by.wilde. 
Horſes betore he would give over bowing at naming Jeſus, 


Iſaac Maſſey. 
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Wherein ( among other things ) this 
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handled : 
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To the Reader. 


Failings of private ſpirits, even under pretence of Prayer 3- there is 4 
grand neceſſity of tinting, reſtraining, and limiting ſuch ſpirits \ to- 
ward which there. is no more excellent expedient than a Foxm of Pray- 
cr nor any Form (that. T ever yet ſaw ) beyond our own , concer= 
ning which Tſhall adde this onely. 

Sir, Edward Cook in his famous Reports, reports, how in the 3 3 
year of Deen Elizabeth, Mr. Cawdry ſometime Parſon of South- 
Luffenham, (in the little Comty of Rutland ) was deprived as the 
Fary then gave in, Fox that he had preached againſt the Book of 
Common-prayer.and. rcfuſed.to celebrate Divine Service according 
to the ſame. ” | 

Now ( of the ſame little County), the Writer hereof May the 5th: 

| 1646. was at the Committce for plundered Miniſters in Weſtmin- 
ſter. Sequeſtred, March 17th, 1653, at the General Seſſions. aj, 
58 Oakham * Indicted,. And 

" ** A Preſident. without a. Preſident: or the wuponthe 28th of November, 
Form of the Indictment, - I655,atually deprived by Ma+- 
jor-General Butler, for Officia- 

' The Jurors. for the Lord-Prote&tor of ting or Celebrating Divine Ser- 
England, upon their Oaths do preſent, that . vice by.the ſame... To. the abi. 
Edward Freeman of Ayſton in the. County « ding of which. Sequeſtration,. 
of Rutland Gent. and Dorothy his Wife, the Indi&tment,or Deprivation , 


| : | 25 of December, and the firſt of Fanuary - whether ( notwithſtanding Mer.. 


1653. and divers other Sabboth-days, and Stephen Marſhall's follawing 


Sf Geral days commonly called the Holy-days Anſwer ) the Reaſons here 


of Saints, and Friday called Good-Friday, follqwing. in: the Letter were: 
and ſuchlike days as Aſh-wedneſday , and. perſwaſive, ſhall now be left to. 


| E x Sundays in Lent , Eaſter-day , and. Whit- tbe cenſure of the paticnt aud. 


ſundays, do uſually travel'from Ayſton afore- the prudent Readers. 


* | Gid to ardly in the fame County, to hear. 


Mr. John Allmgton Clexk to read the moſt part of the” Book. of Common-- 
prayer, and 'to receive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper according.to the. 
| Form of the ſaid Book 3 and alſo do preſent - the ſaid F, 4. Clerk, for rea- - 
F ding the ſaid Book of Common-prayer , or. moſt part.of it, at every ſuch. 
| Afembly ; and for adminiſtring the Lord?s Supper to Popiſh and Prelatical. 


"| perſons of other Countries, Cringing, Bowing, and Kneeling, to the Altar, 
| and Sacrament then adminiſtred, contrary to Ordinance of Parliament, in - - 


} that caſe provided; And did alſo ſay, he would be torn in pieces by wilde. 
| Horſes betore he would. give over bowing at naming Jeſus. | 


Iſaac Maſſey. 
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A BRIEF 


APOLOGY. 


| Sequeſtred Clergy. 


Wherein ( among other things ) this 


Caſe of Confcience to Jn Iciouſly 
handled : 


I betber any Miniſter of the Chuth of Eng- 
- land may (to avoid Sequeflration) omit M 
 publick uſe of the Wis , and ſuomit to. 
the Directory. FIN | 
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In Nomine Crucifixi, ſecundum 
 iIllud prime ad Corinth. cap. 
ſecundo, verſ. ſecundo. 


Reverend Sir, 2 
=(His Addreſs may ſeem. veryftrange 3- and yet if you ſhall 
© conſider the occafion, it will appear that I could not- 
| prudently do other 3 for you being accounted a Light 
in that very Houſe in which I fiand eclipſed, I could 
not imagine by any other mean than your ſplendour, how to ob- 
tain the diflipation of this Cloud. | 
Sir, ſ it 1s, that that worſhipful and worthy Knight Sir Fohr - 
Trever is one to whom I owe very much ; for it was his Letter and 
his Influence that firſt guided and planted me to and in the 
School of the Prophets : It was reſpe& to him that gained me a - 
Futor 3 and it is now my reſped& to him, which gains you this - 


. / 
For, when about the beginning of Mzchaelmas-term T was at * 
London, meeting him in the Palace-yard, I thanked him for a late 
courtelie : his reply was, I had diſabled my ſelf from the capa 
city of a courtefie. I took leave to anſwer, it was my Conſcience 
and the.tenderneſs thereof thac hath thus ſtreightned -me. He 
told me again in words. (as T'conceive) to theſe equivalent, that - 
F was moze byaſſed by Conceit than Conſcience, and guided rather 
by Will than Fudgement. 7; 
I have fo little left , that I can-demonſirate to the world I - 
have not made gain my godlineſs.z and I ſhall now deſize to make - 
It as evident unto you, that *tis aot Fancy, but Scxuple, and Serx- | 
ple onely, for which my (elf, and in me a - Wife and five Chil- 
dren vesy deeply ſuffer ; fo that I here with all xeſpet imploxe - 
your aſhſiance, either to fatisfhic my weakneſs and fet me right, 
ar--(which perchance may de.the ſhorter work ) be pleaſtd torfa- 
| | ; tishe- 
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tisfhe him whom I do fo highly honour, that you conceive dn 
grounds and reaſons, arc fuch.as may conclude me. a rational and 
conſcientious, though weak Brother. Th ; 

- The miſdemeanours ( for-{o they are called ) for' which my 
conviction (bearing date May 5, 1646, ) tefiifieth T am ſeque- 
Kred, they are theſe : 1, Adoration or worlhipping God by bow- 
ing of my, Body Eaftward, or towards. the holy. Fable. 2. For 
| my Saviour, when 
ſummoned to it by his bleſſed Name* F&ts. 53, For deſerting 
my Cure two whole years. 4. For ofhciating by the Common- 
prayer=þook, with refuſal of the.Dircory : To which is added 


- a general ſurmiſe of Malignancy againſt the Parliament. 


Firſt, as of leaſt concernment, I thall give you this, brief account 
.of the third charge , to which I negatively anſwer : I never at 
all did deſert my Cure : Fox; being, as Fuſtinian, derelifium! dici- 
tur quod Dominus ea mente abjecit, ut id in numero rerum ſuarum elſe 
nolit, that onely is deſerted which is thrown off with a mninde to 
be no-more poſleſtz © I carniot potſibly be {aid to have deſerted 


my Cure, when by Petition'upon Petition®by Letter upon Let- 


ter, and all the ways I could imagine, I implord* my quiet at 
home, or to have leave to know why: and our Committee never 
would or did giveway to either : {o that what is here called de- 


ſertion, is no more than what thoſe words of Scripture will well . 


warrant, When you are perſecuted in one City, fly unto another. 

. Secondly, Every abſcnting -more than two! years, in theſe days 
trial, hath not been accounted ſ{cqueſtrable 3 and therefore un- 
der'favour I ſappoſe, though this by way of cumulation is put in, 
this is not the gravamen+ tor there is not in the Conviction any 
charge for flying to, or being in any torbiddeh Quarters. Kare 

Laſtlyg# was ſo far from deſerting my Cure, that I kept at my 
proper colt ( though ſequeſtred ) a Curate all my abſegee 3 one 
who kept 'my people freer from diſtractions and avertions from 
the ways of the Church of England , than fince' they have been. 
But hec obiter;, that which my conviction declares me to ſuffer 
for, -it is a/pretence of ſuperſtition , expreſt by bowing to: the 
Eaft, to the Altar, and at the Name of Feſiws. 2. For not Jaying 
aſide and relinquiſhing the Litzrgy. 

Now [I beſecch you with patience peruſe this my Defence, in 
which I ſhall endeavour to-clear firſt my aQts of commiltion from 
being ſuperſtitious : And then 2, give my reaſons why I take it 
to be a ſm of omiſhon to renounce the Liturgy. {et 4 Firſt, 
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[3 
Firſt, bowing to the Eft, and to the Altar, are not.onely falſe 
accuſations, but falſe in ſuch a degree, that. ( without. my-con- 
feſſion ) are impoſſible to be-proved : for. being the intention 
 onely can ſpecificate the term, it is not in the power of any man 
living to ſay to what I bow, or to what I kneel 3 for I am conti- 
dent your ſelf bends your Knees toward many a thing, to. which 
you abhor to doit. CET Fg 
Bow at his Foot-ſtool, that is, at the Ark and Mercy-ſeat ;; for 
there he hath-made a promiſe of his preſence. © The words ſay. 
not, Bow to the Ark,, but to God at the Ark, Thus Mr. Perkins \ Reformed 
and thus and no otherwiſe did your Chriftian-brother bow either Catbolick 
toward the Eaſt, or toward the holy Table. Now as the Jews 707+ 
(in Mr, Perkins charitable Divinity ) did not bow to the Ark, but 
to God at the Ark 3 even. {o, when occaſionally your Chriſtian 
brother. bowed at the holy Table, it was not to the Table or to 
the Altar, but to his God he made his Adoration, and that for the 
ſame reaſon which Mr. Perkzns uſcth 3 for there he hath made a 
promiſe of his preſence : There hath he enabled us ( vi promiſſi)) to. 
ſay, This is my Body, this is my Blood. I ; 
Now that it is an act of ſuperſtition to. worſhip God by bow- 
ing of the Body, is a {cruple in which I cannot be fatisfhed : For, | 
; as Mr, Perkins, fo think I -- The Worſhip of the Body is called Pag. 855» 
: Adoration, which ſtands in bowing of the Knee, bending or proſtrating ſid. 
: of the Body, the lifting up of the Hands of Eyes — A duty which 
the ſame revercnd Author proveth to be, as himſclf ſpeaketh, al- 
- together neceſſary , and that for three irrefragable reaſons. 1. Be- 
f cauſe Love-muſt not be conceived in the minde onely, but alſo. 
teftified in the ations of the body. 2. Chrift redeemed both, 
and therefore mult be glorified with both. And laſtly, Chriſt 
being an head to the whole man, for this: cauſe not onely Soul, 
but Body alſo muit Rand in. {ubjection to Chrift, Many others 
might be added , but it ſeems to me vain to adde, a,.Beam unto 
the Sun. Now if to worthip by bowing of. the Knee, proſtrating 
the Body, and lifting up of Hands or Eyes be a duty lawful, yea 
altogether neceſſary, no matter which way ſoever it be done, ſtill” 
it is,.as Mr. Perkins fully, an act, not of Superſtition, but Adorati- 
on. | For as it was no ſuperſtition/in the, Jew. to worſhip. God-by 
bowing ' before the 4rkor Weſtward; ſo ſuperkiition. it -is not to 
worſhip:God by bowing before his holy Table.z . that is, in the 
phraſe of antiquity, Eaſtward. | 0 þ 
| An 
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And here, for their. ſakes who are. weak., but willing to be 
wiſe, T ſhall make a not impertinent digrzeſhon,, to ſhew how it 
is a pure popular errour, to ſay that mere poſition can make an 
Altar; or that ranging a Table at the Eaft-end turns it to an 


Altar. 


Wall. The old Altar repaired by E1jjab was fo tar from leaning 
to a Wall, that it was circumvironed with Water, ſurrounded 
with a Ditch or Trench. In the Temple of Solomon an Altar 
may be found ſtanding; | as the eontentious would have it ] in me- 
diojm the middle. And ſure I am,the moſt conſiderable Altar that 
the world ever faw , the Croſs ! upon which was crucified the. 
pretious Subſtance of all Types, it had no ſuch Dimenſions as un- 
happy Chriſtians have wrangled about : For it ſtood without the 
Gate 3. yea, a Croſs it ſtood, and yet was a moſt real Altar. . So 
that it is not. Poſture, but the Oblation 3 not the Scituation , but 
the Sacrifice which makes an Altar. I read, the very Altar on 
which | the ſupreme Lord of Superſtitions |] the Pope in perſon. 
Gyeth Maſs, it ſtands in medio, in the Body of the Quire. And 
doubtleſs, might popiſh Prieſts have liberty to ſay Maſs, they 
would not ſtand upon a poſition North or South. So that Altar- 
wiſe hath more of ſcare, than any. real fear in it. _ | 

As for bowing to the Eaſt, or to the Altar, T am able to pro- 
duce a Letter writ by me hve or fix years ago, ex Diametro againſt 


| Ir, and amfiill ready to ratific that Doctrine. 


The ſecond a& of Superſtition , it is bowing at the Name of Fe- 
ſus: and to clear that, I ſhall thus argue. No act dire&ly ten- 
ding and intended for the advance of the glory of Fefis, can be 


ſuperſtitious 3 but to bow at the Name of Feſws in the ſence of 


the Church of England, is an a& both tending and intended for 
the advance of his glory , and therefore cannot be ſuperſtitious. 
For the proof of the minor Propoſition, Lappeal to the 18 Canon. 
of the Church of England, where the end and intention of that. 
geſture is clearly thus. | 
When in time of Divine Seruice the Lord Jeſus ſhall be mentioned; 

due and lowly: Reverence ſhall be done- by all perſons. preſent , as it 
hath been. accuſtomed ;. teſtifying by theſe outward Ceremonies and ge- 
flures | obſerve what } their inward bumility, Chriſtian reſolution, 
and due acknowledgement, that the Lord Feſis Chriſt , the true and 
eternal Son of God, is the onely Saviour of the world. ; a 

| OW. 


Scripture will furniſh us with Altars in open Fields, nigh no. 


CO 0 Ot Le 
Now upon this ground I thus argue : For as much as both 
Words and Geſtures have their individuation and ſpecification 
meerly by uſe, Law or Cuſtome 3 what this geſture of bowing at 
the Name of Jeſus is to ſignifie and import in the Church of Eng- 
land , this the Repreſentative part thereof having clearely mani- 
felted, we are to take it in that ſence and in that ſignification, in 
which and for which it cometh from them propoſed and com- 
mended to us. | "STR | 
For as in Languages we receive and uſe words in and accor- 
ding to that power and meaning which the firſt Authors and 
contrivers delivered them unto poſterity 3 even ſo, that I might 
ever avoid the being contentious, look what ſpiritual and inter- 
nal duties my Mother the Church of England profeſſed to expreſs 
and ſignifie by ſuch and ſuch exterior gr ſuch I conceived 
they did import, and in ſuch ſence and fignification I did ufe and 
communicate them unto others. 
Whereas then ( as. the Canon clearly ) the due and lowly 
Reverence exacted at the Name of Jeſus, is onely to teſtifie our 
inward humility, Chriſtian reſolution, and due acknowledgement, that 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt is the true and eternal Son of God, This be- 
ing the known and declared end and meaning of this Geſture, 
bowing at the Name of Jcſus can no more in my weak appre- 
henſfion be accounted Superſtition , than is inward humility, 
Chriſtian, reſolution, or the due acknowledgement of the Loxd 
Jeſus Chriſt to be the true and eternal Son of God : for being 
Aftus exterior & interior eandem conſftituunt virtutem \ being the 
outward expreſſion and the inward meaning do make but one 
compleat act 3 if the inward be vertnous, the outward cannot be 
vicious it the inward be religious, the outward cannct be ſu- 
perſtitious : So that ſince bowing at the Name of Jeſus is by the 
Church and uſe of Erg/and determined to fignifie an exprefiion 
_ of inward humility, 'Chriſtian reſolution, and'a,due acknowledg- 
ment of the Deity of the-Soni of Ged'z I cannot yet imagine how, 
to-him who ſo underftandethand ſo/ufeth- it, bowing at - Name. 
of can be counted ſuperftitious. + ., + | | 
Nor doth onely- the Canon of the Church of England , but e- 
- ven the Canon of - holy Scripture warrant me ſufficiently that 
Auperſtitious it cannot bez. for Dato ſed non: concefſo, ſuppole jt no 
duty of that known Text, yet there is congruity -enough to a- 
- void the Superſtition of it :. for - by thoſe Knees the Apoſile mea- 
2 neth 
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'neth the ſpiritual and inward Knees of the Heart, then, as he; with- 
out rb of Superſtition, expreſſed that inward duty by-bodily 
incurvation., "why: may not T or any other (by his example) ex- 
preſs 'tny inward' profeſſion of the Deity, as he, by a corporal ex- 
' preſſion, by bowing at his Name ?* But my intention is not to 
'writea Volume , or indeed to ſay ought more than may conclude 
my-deſigne mentioned;'to prove that I have not been, nor yet am 
ſcrupulous without cauſe, nor a ſufferer without reaſon, 
. Now my firſt {cruple is, whether 'a Miniſter may with a good 
Conſcience renounce or leave off any A, Rite, or Geſture, un- 
-der the brand and- notion of - Superſtitions , which he bclieves-is 

not ſo? | | | , 
_ -Tdare not do it, for theſe Reaſons : ; 
"1 T ſhould bely mine own Soul, in calling geod'evil, and evil 


2, I ſhould confirm a ſcandal laid upon 'many godly. Orthodox 
Divines, that they-in thus doing have becn ſuperſtitions. . 
3: Tſhould do an irreparable violation to thoſe holy Geſtures 
which I do verily believe are advancers of God's glory. 
' 4s Idare not omit that asſuperſtitions, which'I-believe not-to 
be ſo, for fear-in ſo doing, to this undetermined notion, I'might 
addefuch Latitnde, that urider- the colour of Superſtition, even 
Religion it {elf may be violated.” In a word.for my particular, whe- 
ther I-l6ok upor- Adoration in abſtra&o, as the meer exprettion. of 
that ſubje&ion and diftance which Duft and Aſhes oweth to his 
Maker 3'or whether I4ook tipon it in concreto, as joyn'd with {ome 
other duty;**as ſaying our Praycts, receiving the Sacrament, . or 
profeſſion of otr Saviour*s Deity + in neither reſpe& ( it ſeemeth 
"to me)-more guilty of Superſtition, or troubling the. Waters, than 
was the Lamb in-the Fable when the Wolf charged him: So that 
it-by ſome greater Light; or'Latitude of underſtanding, your clca- 
-xer- judgement ſhall-diſcern'6therwiſe, {hall with all refpe&t. and 
- thanks yield ap/my Soul to further illumination; which till it ſhall 
. - pleaſe Got t6/#ive me, 1-dare vor'inicool: bloods: callanhoneft 
woman Whore 3 or what I conceive;religious ſuperftitious., for 
"more than yet Tam, or:hope for to be worth. + And this may ſut- 
- ee for the-frft (cruple, vizs That my judgement concluding, o- 
Otherwiſe, -I dareinot acknowledge or relinquith Adoration: under 
-the-nation-of ſuperſtitious innovation. '-. © 1 357 
-2, 'The ſecond thing I have to do, -is to give: my reaſons m 
Pg! | org . 


EO ENAYIPE 


Ce em oc COTE 
A 


"01 


- fore I conceived-it a fin of omiſſion. to lay afide, much more to 
renounce the Liturgy : And that T may do it methodically, 
Firſt, I ſhall give my Reaſons why I dare not countenance the 
.worſhipping of God without a Form. Secondly, why I dare not 
#n ſpecie omit this Form, y 
Firſt, I dare not countenance the worſhippmg of God without 
a Form : for, being the Scripture chargeth not onely to hold the 
Faith, but to hold faſt the very form of ſound words, I conceive a ſet 
Form of Prayer a neceſſary expcdient. to this end : for being ex- 
perience both ancient and modern hath taught us this fad truth, 
that Errours, Herefies, and Innovations in Doctrine are inftilled 
and infuſed by the conceived Prayers of ſuch who are cither Au- 
thors or Abcttors of ſuch Opinions , therefore ( and eſpecially in 
theſe times) I dare not but endeavour a fect Form : A ſet Form 
ſceming now as neceſſary, as an Antidote in time of peſtilence. 
Secondly, to worſhip without a prepared -and ſet Form ( it 
ſeems to me) to ſerve the living God with leſs care than Pagans 
did their Idols. Far witneſs Plato, a Law there was, whatever 174, 5, ge 
Prayers or Hymns the Poets compoſed to the gods, they ſhould le. 
firſt ſhew them their Prieſts, And Alexander ab Alexandra teſti- 7;6, 4.0.19 
ficth the Gentiles read their Prayers out of a Book before their 
Sacrifice 3 and that for this reaſon, Ne quid prepoſtere dicatur, &c. 
or for fear {ome thing raſhly or prepoſteroully might paſs the 
Lips 3 as if ftolen from that of Solomon ,Be not raſh with thy month, Eccle[. g, 


" and let not thine heart be haſty. An Argument to me. that even an 


Heart may be over-haſtyz and theretore my weaknels deſires a 
{ct Form. 

- Thirdly, The ſerving and worſhipping God by a (et Form 
ſeems to be approved by God in all ages, before the Law, under 
the Law, under the Goſpel. _ Before the Law-we read thus : Then Ge a. 
began men to call upon the Name of the Lord, Eo tempore ritus certos ma wy 
colendi Deum inſtitutos fuiſſe quos obſervarent filii Dei. * From | that ſas in aif- 
time forward, ſay -Expoſitors, certain Rites or ſet Forms were ta- flioribus 
ken up for the - publick worſhip of God 3 yea; forfitan propter Tdo- Gentſegs, 


atriam inſurgentem, perchance for the prevention: of 'incroaching 


of Idolatry, faith a learned Neoterick : therefore” was Enoch (e- —_ _ 


- dulous to preſcribe and deliver a ſet Form. But whethee Enoch 10, c,*x2; 


were or no, ſure we are God Almighty under the Law , to pre- 
vent Idolatry, had his ſet Rites 3 and in particular to the point 


in hang, a preſcribed and ſet Form of Prayer: On this wiſe ſhall ye yy, g.- 


bleſs 23.. 
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bleſt the children of Iſrael, ſaying, ( as it followeth) The Lord Bleff 
thee and keep thee, &c.. | | 

Under the Goſpel both St. John the fore-runner, and our bleſ- 
ſcdbord and Maſter the ſubſtance, both we know taught to pray 3 
and it is ſtrange teaching withouta Form ; as the comer and firſt 
Stone in the building, the Lord left us a Prayer 3 and this Prayer 
proved the baſis and fundamental of all future Liturgies : This, 
through the devotion and piety of the Church, increaſed and grew 
into a Form 3 and in this I ſuppoſe M. Bezz may be my advocate, 
who tells me and all the world, 9x ad ordinem fpettant, ut pre- 
cum formule difpofuit Apeſtolus : Thoſe things which appertain to 
order, as do forms cf Prayer, the Apoſile himſelf appointed and 


diſpoſed. So that ſet Forms in the judgement of M. Beza are A- 


poſiolical. The Engliſh Tranſlation reads it thus : Such things 
as appertain to Order and Form of Prayers, and other ſuch like, 
the Apoſile took order for, in the Congregation, according to the 


conſideration of times, places, perſons, 1 Cor. 11. 39. 


Yea, after the great Reformer Martin Luther had a while tried 
what it was to want a ſet Form, himſelf profeſſeth ( 1ib. de For- 
mula Miſfe ) coatius ſum , 1 am conſtrained, obſerve by what, and 
to what 3 conſtrained he was alios Canones , aliamque Miſſandi 
Formulam preſcribere, to preſcribe freſh Canons, and another form 
of Maſs : And if you pleaſe to obſerve by what he was conſtraj- 
ned, his words are, Propter leves & faſtidioſos fpiritus qui ſola No- 
vitate gaudent, atque ftatim ut Novitas deſiit , nauſeantes. By rea- 
fon of light and humorous ſpirits, who onely delight in Novelty, 
nauſeating what themſelves liked when it ceaſeth to be new. A 
humour which the firſt Zeal of our times did not digeſt; and 


_ therefore, whether Lappeal to Beza,or the more eminent L#ther, ſtill 


a ſet Form. A ſet Form, according to Bezz's note, becauſe Apo- 
ſtolical, A ſet Form, according to Lwher, becauſe woful and ex- 
tavagant experience demonſirated-the neceſſity of it. No curb 
for faſtidious and rambling ſpirits, but a ſet Form. 

Fourthly, The- want of ſet Form prevents that which I am 
bound for to endeavour, the converſion and communion of the ad- 
verſe party : for cither I muſt perſwade them to worſhip God 
according to my diſcretion, and rely upon the implicite faith of 


'my, prudence, or elſe I muſt produce a Form in which I defire 


their-communion, and.to which I muſt endeavour their conver- 
fion, Now.I believe all thoſe who renounce an implicite faith 


in 


[9] 


in the whole Church, or in the Repreſentative of it 3 all ſuch (1 
ſay) at.leafi will abhor fo far to i themſelves unto a private 
Miniſter, as to worſhip God all days of their lives according to 
his mutable ditate. I am ſure the Papiſts will ay this is worſe 
than what we call Popiſh ſervitude : for they are bound onely to 
believe and ſerve God as the Church orders 3 but where all 
is left to the will of the Miniſter, people are bound to worthip and 
ſerve God as his private ſpirit leads them; and I wiſh I could not 
feelingly fay (even from follies vented in my own Pulpit) what 
an Ipnis fatuus that 1s, 

Laſtly, To avoid prolixity , for my own particular , ſhould I 
renounce a ſet Form, I muſt needs profeſs my ſelf guilty either of 
Superſtitions Innovation, or ( which in materia Religionis is bad & 
nough) popular inſinuation. | | 

Firſt, That to worſhip God without a Form is Innovation, this 
the whole Chriſtian world will atteſt unto me ; the Eaftern and 
Weſtern Churches ittemberg where Luther, Geneva where Calvin, 
Scotland where Knox flouriſhed 3 and to innovate and a& a- 
gainſt a Catholick Cuſtom of Chriſtendom, of the whole Chri- 
tftian world, may breed a ſ{cruple ina wiſe, much more in a weak 
_ Chriſtian. | 

Secondly, As Innovation, fo it would ſeem to me unavoidable 
{uperſtition, and that whether Superſtition be poſitively or negative= 
ly conſidered : for Superſtition being poſitively conſidered, being. 
the.ifſue of miſgrounded Zeal, this ſuperſtition is ative in the 
production of Tuperſtitions performances , whereof this is one, . 
to conceive. that God will be pleaſed with no prayer from me, unleſs 
of my own conception, nor no devotion unleſs it be of our own in- 
vention : this, I ſay, is the ſuperſtitious ifſue of a miſguided zgal. 
Again, as miſguided zeal is the Mother of ſuperſtitious pertor- 
mances, even {0 ignorant fear is the motive and cauſe of ſeper-- 
ftitious forbearances, as when one vainly fears, and in that fear re- 
frains ſuch an aGt, as diſpleaſing, which indeed is rather pleaſing, 
to Almighty God : Touch not, taſte not,bandle not, theſe are nega-- 
tive ſuperſtitions, iſſues of ignorant fear : And ſo far as I can 
conceive, ſcrupulouſly to reject or lay afide ſet Forms as ſper- 
ftitions, is out of ignorant fear really and aRually to commit (par- 
don the phraſe) a negative ſuperſtition, 

Thirdly, Again, ſhould I not ſuperſtitiouſly (which as drawing. 
nigher Religion, is more honeſt of the. two) lay aſide a ſet Form, 

: 36, | I. 
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I cannot imagine any other principle but popalar infinuation to 
move me to it; and to make that a motive in Religion,ſcarce ap- 
pears to me religious. Omnnia ponenda- poſt Religionem noſtra Civi= 
tas duxit, If the Pagans had ſo much Divinity as to ſay, it was a 
Law in their City, that all things whatſoever muſt give way unto 
Religion, certainly it behoveth me, who ama Chriſtian, in matter 
and point of Religion, to look upon nothing through a ..carnal or 
{ccular Perſpective, Now to nie (and with me runs the whole cur- 
rent of Antiquity.) ſet Forms of Prayer and Worſhip, they are the 
moſt religious and aflured means cither to preſerve or advance Re- 
ligion. The (cruple then is, whether any of my judgement and per- 
{waſion may for any popular or ſecular end in the world ( and 
for that end mercly) lay aſide a better, and aſſume in God's wor-- 
ſhipa worſe way ? whether this be not having a Male in my Flock, 
to offer unto God a Female, judge you. | | 
That bleſſed ſpecch of Sir Benj. Rreddierd to Mr. Pym, He that 
thinks to ſave any thing by his Religion but his Soul, will be a terrible 
loſer in the end , It is worthy. to be written in letters of gold, yea: 
worthy to be engraven in the Heart of every Parliament-man that 
ſits : it is indeed a ſaying that hath ſo far prevailed on me, that I 
begin extremely to queſtion the truth of that vulgar opinion, that 
the Worſhip and Government of the Church of Chriſt are ſo left as 
to be accommodated to the proportionable exigeaces of States and 
Kingdoms. For my particular,I conceive,the glory of God atten- 
dcd, municipal Laws ought rather to ſtoop, than they to ſirain 3 
for Religion is ſo tender a Virgin, that ſhe may not admit the leaſt 
proſtitution 3 and I am fure a conſcientious breaſt feareth to rum- 
ple her very ornaments. | 
| Whereas then to worſhip God without a ſet Form ſeems to me 
deſiructive of the form of ſound words, which charily mult be. pre- 
{crved, a worſhip more carcleſs than what Pagans uſed , an In- 
novation which takes away the very ground and baſis of conver- 
fron and communion with an adverſe party ; whereas it would be 
in me either Supcrſtition or Popularity to deſert a ſet Form 3 
I mutt crave leave to follow theſe Dictates till I have better pre- 
mifes given me, from which I may -conclude otherwiſe. And fo 
I ſhall defire your: patience to' accompany me to my. laſt endea- 
vour, which is to ſhew, that I cannot with a good conſcience 
renounce, or as yet lay afide this our individual Liturgy, and that 


for theſe reaſons : 
; oO Io It 
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x. Tt maketh our Religion to be ill ſpoken of by the greateft 


part of Chriſtendom, and fo preventeth the converſion of Papiſts, 
who accuſe us of unſetledneſs and changes 3 yea, it furnitheth 


them with an unanſwerable exception, viz. ' That we have theſe 


many years convicted, puniſhed , and impriſoned them for what 


* our ſelves now ſo far diſtaſte, that at Settions we give a charge 


againſt it, traduce it under the brand of the old Mumpſimus, and. 
indi it, and puniſh one another for it 3 this I profeſs my weak- 
neſs cannot ſatis. 

2, If better it were a Milſtone were hanged about my Neck, 
than that I ſhould be a ſcandal to my weak Brother, the omifſion 
of the Liturgy being at this time a ſcandal not onely to the weak, 
but to the ſtrong, being the cries and tears of both require it ; 
how ſhould T dare to look my God in the Face, when I ſhall wil- 
fully become ſcandalous hoth to the learned and unlearned, both 
to the ſtrong and to the weak Chriſtian? yea, of this, ſad experi- 
ence hath made me very contident, ſuch a Tees, ſuch a ſium- 
bltng-block as is this, the ſuppreſſion of the ' Liturgie, was never 
ſince Queen Mary's days amongſt us 3 for the want of this hath 
hindred thouſands from their accuſtomed piety and devotion 3 the 
weak, becauſe they have no other 3 the ſtrong, becauſe they have 
no better way : and whatever prevents piety cannot but be ra- 
ther ſcandalum datum, than acceptum, a real and true ſcandal ; 
{o that tilla better Form be actually. eftabliſh'd in lieu of this, my 
Conſcience tells me I may not leave it. | 

3. What by Oath and Subſcription T am bound unto, that with- 
out relaxation from the ſame authority to whom I {ware, and be- 
fore whom I ſubſcribed, ] may not relinquiſh. But I have ſworn to 
my Dioceſan, and ſubſcribed to mamtain the ſervice of God, not 
onely in genere, but in ſpecze, according to the particular form” and 
way of the Church of England. And therctore, to ſay no more, 
as an honeſt man, I am bound to make that good which I have 
ſworn, ſubſcribed, and negatively promiſed to maintain. 

4+ It is againſt my Oath of Spremacy to acknowledge'a power 
Eccleſiaſtical Independent upon' the enely Supreme 3-and this can- 
not ( in my apprehenſion ) be avoided, if the King forbidding 1 
receive the Directory, and the King commanding to uſe it, 1 xe- 
Ject the Liturgy: .- 6: bang. | 

5. Beneficium ſupponit Officium. The \'duty- which every Paro- 
chial Miniſter is bound unto, is 4 daily recital of his Office; for be- 

EE ing 
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ing Pariſhes are-of humane ipſtitution; founded and endowed by: 
the picty and liberality.of devout Patrons, look what they condi- 
tioned for,- (ſo far as juſt and pions ): that T conccive I am bound 


unto. -'Foraſmuch then as in-the Church of England, prayer, datly- 
prayer, yea ( and ever. {ince the-Reformation ) this zery form of 
prayer is the condition of our admittance, though preaching be mul-- 


tiplied, I cannot con{cionably omit that, without which, yea, and 


for which Fhad- Inftitution and' Induction to my- Living 3 ſo- 


that in my weak. judgement it is 4. very conhderable ſcruple, 
whether what is-given for a publick-and daily dzty, may confcio-- 
nably be taken by him who doth it but once-a week , much lefs- 
by him who doth it not at all ?- TR 

All Ages will-argue for a diurnal” and daily Devotion : The 
Jews had daily their. Morning and their Evening: Sacritices z and" 
to ſhame us to the doing. of. it, I ſhall onely aqde what. Cornelius 
a Lapide borroweth from: Plato, Lib. 10, de legibus, thus: Grecos 
omnes eque ac Barbaros , Sole tam Oriente quam. Otcidente adorare- 
Denm---& ideirco-Clemens ſecundo+ Libro Conſtitutionium, cap. 24. 
acriter redarguit Chriſtianos tardius Templa- adeuntes-, cum Gentiles 
& Tudei ſuas Synagogas diluculs: frequentant.. Fos whereas the. 
Angel of the Lord: aka: unto-the Diſciples newly out. of.Priſon, 
Afs 5. 20. Go, ftand and* ſpeak; in the temple to the people all the 
wards of this life, The reaſon. is thus given -— Setentes Fudeos 
de More dilueuls-ad-Orationem venturos in Templum, Knowing that: 
the Jews did'cuſtomarily. repair carly to prayers in the Temple. 

Laſtly, It'is very canliderable ts me, whether tho!e words in 
my Proteſtation (The true reformed Proteſtant Religion expreſſed in 
the Dofirine of the Church of England, againſt all Popery and popiſh 
Innovations) do not binde me, fo far as lawfully I may, with lite, 


power, and eſtate, to maintain cither;this, or. ſome other.{ct Form, 


and that-for. theſe reaſons : 

Firſt, This-word or. notion, Religion, neceflarily-includes all the. 
aQtual muniments thereof, be it what Religion it may be : for if.as: 
Auftin out of Cicero,Religio eft virtus que ſuperiores cujuſdam nature, 
quam divinam., vocant cultium ceremoniamque adfert, Religion be a. 
vertue which obligeth as wellito Ceremony as to Worſhip: And 
if, as Mr, Calvin , in profeſſions religionis bomines non poſſe ceremoniis 
carere , Men cannot profeſs Religion without Ceremony, be it. 


what Religion it may be: Then (fo far.as my capacity reacheth) 


Lcannot vow, promiſe., and profeſs to maintain and —_ 
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Religion, but under this notion and term Religion, I binde: my ſelf 


to defend and maintain whatever congruoully is requiſite in the 
-defence and ſupport of it. For as he that. is to maintain a 


Houſe, muſt preſerve the Thatch as well as the Grunſel ; and as he 
who is bound to maintain a Cloſe, muſt have a care of the Hedge 
( though it be but a dead one ) as well as the Crop : even fo, 
*when I did promiſc, vow, and proteſt to defend and maintain the 
true Religion , in which I was baptized and. bred , I know not 
how I could hope to make good this, unleſs: the neceſſary muni- 
nents, whereof the Litzrgie is-a main one, were preſerved. in it. 
And that in this I was not {mngular, I may appeal unto a Vote af- 
tcrward annexed to the Protettation, in which it is declared; that 
ſeveral perſons bad raiſcd the ſame doubt, an Argument that the De- 


duction was very obvious, and very natural, Now foraſmuch as 


]had vowed before I ſaw the limitation, after the Vow 1 durſt not 
enquire 3 a Vow and an Oath ( as I conceive ) in this- diſfen- 
ting : an Oath, it muſt be taken in the ſence of the giver; a Vow, 
becauſe voluntary, in the ſence of the taker onely : ſo Itook it, 


and the obligation is ſtill upon me. 


Secondly, Whereas Religion . in the Proteſtation hath this reſtri- 
&tive difference, Reformed 3 and not onely ſo, but ſo reformed- as 
in the Church of England, againſt all Popery and popiſh Innovations 3 
I Gnnot ſee how I could proteſt to maintain a Rligion ſo refor- 
med, but.that I muſt neceſſarily imply that ſervice which the firlt- 
Reformers. and all ſucceeding Parliaments have 'made the CharaGe- 
riſtical note, and formal difference betwixt us and them 3 and this 
( we all know ) hath been the Lizrgie : for from his denying 
Communion. in this, the Papiſt was called Recwſant, and by his joyn- 
ing with us in this, he was ſaid: and held as reconciled to our 
Church, 6 

Thirdly, In caſe the Proteſtation had run thus : I promiſe, 
vow, and proteſt to maintain the tre Religion eftabliſhed in the 
Church of Rome againſt ( as they call them |) - heretical Innovations ; 
would any man believe the Miſfal were here excluded , which is 
the very formality 'of their protdhons? .Or in caſe it had run 
thus : I promiſe, vow, and proteſt, to maintain that reformed 
Religion, whoſe character and diſtin@ive formality is the Diredor y , 
would any doubt I vowed to maintain» the DireGory ?. and can 
hope to perform my Vow , can I hope to maintain the Regie 
of the Church of England, and lay aſide that which is the practica 
charaQer of my profeſſion ? | I 2  Fouxth- 
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Fourthly, If this notion, Reformed Religion of the Church of Eng- 
land, includes not- Litzrgie, then they are not ſufferers for the zrze 
Reformed Religion of England, ' who ſuffer meerly for the 'Litargie 
but they who ſo ſuffer, 'cannot imagineelſe what they ſuffer for, 

Fifthly, Tt is very probable to me, the compilers and chief ma- 
nagers of this Proteſtation, by Religion mainly meant the Form of 
God's Worſhip : for in the firſt nineteen humble Propoſitions, the 
eighth runs thus : That your Majeſty will be pleaſed to conſent, that 
ſuch a Reformation be made of the Church-government and Liturgie, 
as both Houſes of Parliament ſhall adviſe---- To the people in the - 
ſame year, the Lords and Commons declare thus, April 9, 1642, 
they intend a due and neceſſary Reformation of the Government and 
Liturgie of the Church. A plain and evident demonſtration to 
my capacity, that both Lords and Commons did then declare, this 
notion or term Religion, it includes both Chzrch-government and 
Liturgie 5 otherwiſe what ever is of late attempted or done con- 
cerning theſe, cannot be ſaid to be a religious, but a politick Re- 
formation. | 

Laſtly, How could I promiſe, vow, and protelt to defend and 
maintain a Religion which is ſaid to- be true, . and affwally refor- 
med, unleſs there be ſome Form actually in being, which my judg- 
mentand my Conſcience muſt look upon ? for to ſwear the-main- 
tenance of a Religion or Worſhip, or . Diſcipline not fixed, and 
digeſted into a Form, ſeems to me like that formidable er cetera, 
to ſwear and vow to-maintain I know not what 3 and upon this 
ground thouſands there are who have ſtumbled at the very Thre- 
{hold of the Covenant:, not daring to {wear to defend a Refor- 
 mation,where they cannot come to ſee the Form. | 

Noris this new,” or without example , and that from ſuch as 
profeſs themſelves of the Reformed Party : For the Bohemians. + 
profelſing themſelves to tread in the ſteps of their Reverend Mar- 
tyr John Huff, diſavow for ever Communion with the Waldenſes ; 
and that for two Reaſons z whereof (if my Author deceive me not) 
the firſt is, Quod Nulla publica extare voluerint Doftrine & Fidei 
ſue Teftimonia, becauſe they had no publick Form or Teſtimony 
to declare what their Faith and Doctrine was : vid. quintum E- 
pon, pag. 42. pref, Bohemi ad Confefſionem Wittemberg 
3578. | 

Whereas then beſide Statute-ſubſcription, and thoſe many ob- 


FYeations contracted under Epiſcopacy , I conceive even by the 
| | Proteſtation, 
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Proteſt ation, and from the.very ſenſe of the Houſe that made it, 
Litzrgie is a very conſiderable ingredient in the compound of Re- 


ligion, and this preſent Litzrgzein this the reformed Religion of the 


Church of England > As then in Muſick, though there are ma« 


ny rare'and exquiſite wolzntaries, yet ſolemn and ſet Muſick is not | 


therefore to be rejected : even ſo though there are and may be 
in the Church of Eng/and ſuch, who can expreſs as readily as con- 
ceive, and conceive as devoutly as can be imagined 3 yet for all 
that, this is no Szperſedeas or bar againſt ſtudy'd, penn'd, and ſet 
Forms of Prayer. And more than this, as I read, was heard, and 
ordered to be printed by the honourable Houſe of Commons in & 
Sermon called, Babylon's downfal, in theſe words : Curſed ſhall he 


o 


be that removeth the antient Land-mark,, &c. What 1s the antient- 


Land-mark of England, but our Laws and Religion ? ( which 
contains as well facienda as credenda, and hath as well the Liturgze 
as the Articles and Homilies for her boundaries ) and therefore if 
any man ſhall remove this Landmark , curſed ſhall he be of the 
Lord, and let all the people fay Amen. Certainly they who faid 
Amen to this imprecation, and thoſe who ordered there thould be 
an impreſſion of it, they were then no vitible Encmies to Litur- 
gie, no not this Liturgie. All then that I thall now trouble you 
withal, ſhall be a ſlight propoſal of this one ſcruple. 


Whether a Minilter is not as much bound to ſuffer in defence 


of the {piritual Muniments of Religion, as any Subject for 

the temporal Muniments and'Priviledges of State or King- 
dom. | 

For Chriſtian Religion, or the Muniments thereof, T am apt to 

think with Tertll;an, the Sword' is no good advocate,Lex nova non 

ſe vindicat ultore gladio , the fooliſhneſs of preaching, not the arm 

of fleſh, muſt and did eſtabliſh theſe : And therefore I propoſe the 

ſcruple onely in point of ſuffering 3 for if we look unto the Au- 


thor and Finiſher of our Faith, I conceive with St. Peter, that by 


his example we are called upon to ſuffer, and in this caſe to fuffer 
onely. | Wes 
Now in theſe times of loſs and ſuffering, I have oft conſidered 
with my ſelf for what, either as Subject, or as Chriſtian, eſpecial- 
ly asa Chriſtian Miniſter, I ſtand bound to ſuffer, | 
Now whilſt I. look upon my {elf as a Subje&, having, nothing 
at all.before me but ſome ſecular or temporal advantage 3 my next- 


conſideration is, what ſecular or temporal commodity is deareſt 
| to 
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tome : +for I ſuppoſe no man will loſe Gold: to fave Chaff,:nor 
expole his Darling to preſerve his Vaſſal. Now foraſmuch. as 
all temporal or ſecular goods are reducible to-theſe three heads, jr- 
cundum, utile, boneſtum, either pleaſant, profitable, or honeſt 3 that 
which of theſe three is deareft, that which of theſe is abſolutely 
the beſt, that- (I.conceive, though I ſuffer the Joſs of the other two) 
I am bound to preſerve. bh: | | 

Job.2. Skin for Shin, and all that a man hath, will he give for 
his life, Though the Devil ſpake it, both God and man approve 
it. Skin for Skin, whatever is pleaſant, or whatever is profitable, 
a man will rather ſufferin, than in his life 3 for of all things plea- 
ant or profitable, Life is the deareſt. Now albeit among things: | 
pleaſant or profitable, Life is the Jewel 3 yet bonum boneftum, that 

ood which doth conſiſt in honour or honeſty, this, it is oft even 

earer than life it (elf : So that for defence of reputation and a 
good name, for the advance and benefit of poſterity, for the vindi- 
cation of a friend, for. the-preſervation of a truſt 3- for theſe and 
ſuch like, there is many.an one who will dare to die : but meerly 
for what is-plcaſanf.or what is profitable, I thinkno man living : 
So that indced tis onely bonum honeſtum, it is onely for what is 
honeſt, or-what is honourable, a man as a*man, aman as rational, 
is bound to ſuffer. | 

Now if it be (©, that honour.and honeſty hath fo ſtrong an in- 
fluence upon a reaſonable ſoul, that Reafon will perfwade even 
the natural man to prefer honour and honeſty . before life 3 if pro- 
perty, liberty, and'the Laws of the Land are ſo dear to Subjects, 
that even for them thouſands have laid down their lives; my 
great. and grand ſcruple is , whether bam religioſum, whether a. 
religious.good,, whether that which I verily believe tends to the 
good of Religion, ought not to me, a Chriſtian, and a Miniſter,to 
be full asdear as any bonum honeſtum, as any honeſt or mere ſecu- 
lar good: to me, or any ſubject in the world : And ( I profeſs to 
you upon the faith of a Chriſtian) be it ſound, or be it weak, this 
is the principal ground and motive -of all my loſſes; and to ſup- 
port me I have theſe Reaſons, 

x Cor. 9. If we have ſown unto you ſpiritual things, is it a great 
thing if we ſhall reap your carnal things ? Between ſpiritual and. car- 
nal. things the, Apoſile ſeems to-make ſo deſpicable a difference, 
-. that the one is not tobe compared with the other : carnal things, 


ſecular and worldly-intereſts, they are yot conſiderable, if compa- 
Ce T } xed 
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red with things ſpiritual, Aclearargument t6 me; that no ſpiri- 
tual or religious performance ought to give way to any-carnal 
end. And ſuch I conceive” are all the muniments of Chriſtian 
Religion, ſuch in particular a blameleſs Liturgy. 

According to this rule, the Royal Maſter and glorious Trium- 
phcr over ſavage cruelties,. imputes all his ſufferings to the ſcore 


of Chriſt , ſaying, T ſhall be mare than Conquerour through Chritt 1114 Med. 
enabling me, for whom T have hitherto ſuffered , as be is the Author of 2% arath, 


Truth, Order, and Peace, for all which T have been forced to contend 


againſt Errour, Faction, and Confufion A plain evidence- that- 


Chriſt may be ſuffered for in the preſervation of Order, as well as 
in the vindication of Truth, | 

Secondly, It is a rule amongſt Caſuiſts : That man that ſuffers 
either for doing this, or forbearing that in relation unto Chriſt and 
his glory, that perſon is a ſufferer in the cauſe of Chriſt; as he 
that will not lie, upon this ground, becauſe dilhonourable to the 
Chriſtian Profethon., if he ſhould be perſecuted becauſe he will 
not lie., ſuch an one, though not in materia fidei, yet becauſe his 
reſtraint is for Chritt and his glory, he were perſecuted for Chriſt 
his ſake. | 4 

Whereas then in my poor judgement I am convinced there is 
no-means generally more expedient for the advance of the glory 
of Chriſt and the preſervation of the Faith, than a well-compo- 
ſed and ſet Form of Liturgy 3 whatever. I ſhall ſuffer for not reje- 
ding this, I ſhall confidently lay upon the ſcore of my Saviour : 
foraſmuch as I therefore onely by ſuffering endeavour the defence 
of this, becauſe Ido verily believe Liturgy is the advance of; his 
glory : So that if a temporal good (whoſe reward and encourage- 
ment cannot be but temporal ) can move a.man. to ſuffer, much 
more a.ſpititual, whoſe reward (through'the mercy. of a gracious 
accepter) may prove eternal; For he who will not ſee a Cup of 
cold Water given for his ſake loſt; neither. will he forget the leaft 
of ſufferings which relate to his glory. EDITS: 

Thirdly, In ſuffering for ſpiritual:muniments; and for. that one- 
iy which relates to Chriſt only, and-his glory, there isno. intereſt 
but God Almighty!s conſidered or concerned : But in-ſuffering 
. for temporal; though publick good, we have'private ends and per- 
ſonal advantages of our own 3 ſo that it muſt be much more ac- 
ceptable to God Almighty to ſuffer for fpiritual.that is, his intereſt, 
than for ſecular, that 1s, our own.- 7 

? Fourthly, 
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and pooreftimate of that Litur ing os e {ubſcrib 
very unworthy efteem "of the tholick client ofthe reformed 


"Church of Chrift, that will, without ſuffering, betray: his-truſt 3 
making -leſs iccount of whit: Martyrs ſcale " with their:Blood, 
than will a Citizen or a Countrymatt of: @trifling Priviledge or 
Cuftom., .* 

Fifthly, GonſderihS and enquiring after the elder times,. when 
(ach was the purity of intention, that nothing but Chriſt's s glory 
- was attended 3 1 cannot - finde that any thing in Religion was 
moulded unto State-ends. | 

287 Ecclefi afticum negotium' ſit, "iillitim Communionem habento civiles 
Magiſtratus cum ed di liſceptatione, ſed Religtafi ſims Epiſcopi [ ecundrina 
ſacros Cationes negotio fine tmponentem, "in Anthentica"Cane12 3: 

Not to the civil Magiſtrate, but to'the- religious Biſhops, '7#/ti- 
- ian (no leſs than an Emperour )-attributes-and'deerces the deci- 
fion 204 determination" of Pathafticy irs, And eye tf 
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&þ wriſt -(5-rhey:xeſolve-to ſiffer, and to ſuffer 
ortlleſ7 for the muniments ind:defcnce- of the Church of Chritt, 
and the Pore: of: Hira comin ieced to. chem; forche-impatcial and 
thorough exec Go ; of this 'charge-' *canhot * bat diſpleaſe great 
eſhi and - is a bitter adverfary:; To'that indeed 

it gee AReupif ee” Hhedeely' of. Diſcipline, Eittygie, and all 
the” Myniments 'of the Church; they have therefore luffered,: be- 
cauſe thoſe * who ſhould'have ſuffered for them would not... And 
I beſcech God this ſin be-not laid to our tharge't for my: own'par- 


ticular, I beſeech God give me grace to ſay heartily” W: did 
ome 


[19] 
ſome of the Martyrs, Though I cannot diftute , I can ſuffer for 
Sixthly, For me to omit any act, geſture, or' form of Worthip, 
which 1 believe or feel to be an advance to Piety , merely from 
ſecular or private Intereſt 3 this, m'my judgement, is to prefer a 
cartal thing before a ſpiritual, and to endeavour rather to pleaſe 
man than my God. And indeed I could here with a great deal 
of truth and ſadneſs relate unto you, the ferious and tharp com- 
plaints of ſuch-Minifters, who protefs their Souls long after the Li- 
turgy, grieved at Heart, and (as they pretend) troubled at, Soul,be- 
cauſe.they dare not uſe what they conceive much the better way. 
A lamentable condition is the Churchin, when Minifters worſhip 
God with reluctancy, and, onely to fave their takes, comply and 
do as the State would have them. 


\ Laſtly, Foraſmuch as the muniments of Religion are preſervers- 


of the deareſt thing imaginable, Gods glory , and'our Souls .wel- 
fare, I do not know what I ſhould cull in defence” of, if not' of 

Lately reading ( as it fell proper to the day) the fifth of Efay, 
when I came to thoſe dreadful words : I will take. away thy hedge, 
and it ſhall be eaten up , break down the wall, and it ſhall be Ay, 5. 
down, it made my Heart even ake to think how applicable this 


methodical deſirudtion is to our ungrateful Vineyard 3 I will take 
away the hedge, IT will break, down the wall, Take the Hedge apd 


the Wall away, cut up the Fence, and the Vineyard will ſoon be 
waſte 3 the Government, the Diſcipline, the Liturgy,which as a 


Hedge or a Wall ever ſince our Reformation preſerved the Vine- ” 
yard ſince I ſee it bath pleaſed God to ſuffer this Hedge and - 


the Wall tobe trodden down, I can but fear confuſion and defolas 


tion to be the ſequel. For ſince the worldly wiſe man verily bes . 
lieves, where the Fence is wanting, ſpoil and waſte inevitably fol- - 
loweth 3 and therefore his main care is to . tend it ;; Even fo, - 


where the muniments of any Profeſſion or Religion' are flighted 
and taken away 3 where Liturgy , ( this thirteen hundred years 
without controverſie held the Hedge and mound of Faith , and 


God's Worhip in a national Church) where (I ſay) this is pulf'd © 


down and taken away , there is jnirninent and evident fear , 4 
gap is opened to let in whateyer will come; beit the beaſt of the 
held, be-it the little Foxes, be'it the wide "Boar of, the Foreſt, 


come what will, there is no muniment,.no proviſion, -no fence a- 
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gainſt itz ſo that in my poor conceptions, the He Be, the Fence, 
the Muniment of. the Church, they are matters of ſuch neceſſary 
conſequence, that Miniſters, T conceive, had better lay themſelves 
and all their Fortunes in the Gap, than for want of fence' to ſuffer 
the deſtroyer to come in. : OE 1 

Indeed I have been told by ſome who wilh very well unto me, 
that humane inventions, and things merely circumſtantial, ought not 
to be thus ſtood upon: I thank them heartily tor their affection, 
and bleſs them for their good will 3 but our judgements .yet muſt 
differ. For if no ſuffering for humane invention,” if life it ſett 
may not be expoſed to hazard in defence of humane conſtitutions, 
certainly then no fighting for the Laws of the Land, nor no taking 
up arms for Priviledge of Parliament, for theſe fure are humane 
and political inſtitutions 3 and as theſe are neceſſary for the preſer- 
vation of a State , even ſome ſuch arealſo neceſſary for the pre- 
(ſervation of a Church; and of ſ{uch.Chxrch-men carmot be toq cha- 
IV. 
Again, whereas Liturgy in genere, or ours. i ſpecie is counted but ' 
a circumſtantial buſineſs, I believe I may finde out ſuch circum- 
ſtantials in a Chriſtian Church, as will hazard the whole if they 


In the tenth Perſecution under the Tyranny of Dioclefian, a 
Decree paſs'd, ut Templa & Iibri delerentur; that Chriſtians ſhould 
deliver up. their Books, and deſtroy (or at leaſt permit the defiru- 
ion of ) their Churches. Books and Churches, I conceive, are 
but circumſtantials to Religion; for the world was more than 2400 
years old before there was any Scripture in it 3 yea, the Chriſtian 
Church it was from the birth of Chriſt more than 9o years before 
the Canon of the New Teſtament was compleated 3 yea, after the 
Death -and Reſurre&tion of our Saviour there is ( ſuppoſing his 
paſſion at 3.1 ) ten years numbred before any Goſpel at all was 
committed unto: writing,twice, ten before the ſecond;thrice ten be- 
fore the third, and more than three twenties before thelaſt; a 
= argument that Books and Writings are but circumſtantial to 

eligion 3 for one may live and die a very good Chriſtian, and 
know never a Letter on the Book. 

Suppoſe ;now the Pope and Popery ſhould ſo far prevail, as to 
have power, under. the notion of Books heretical, ( for {o they 
will not fiick to call our Bibles.) 'to call in, and under pain of 
death to deliver up our Bibles eyen to the fire, could any conſci- 

entious. 
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entious Proteſtant ſatisfie his Soul with this poor evaſion, Alas the 
Bible is but circumſtantial, the Doctrine and Religion of it I can 
preſerve though the Bible be gone ! Without all peradventure it 
15 moſt true, a learned and well-grounded Chriſtian, he may pre- 
ſerve the faith, he may deliver and hold faſt the form of ſaund 
words, though among Tzrks, where a Bible is not to be looked 
upon : and yet for my particular I ſhould ſcarce look upon that 
man as a Chriſtian, who to ſave his Purſe, yea his Body, ſhould 
deliver up his Bible to the hre. 


In the Roman Martyrology there is a commemoration made of 74#- 2. 


many holy Martyrs, who deſpiling the facrilegious Edict- of Dzo- 
clefian 7. | Quo tradi ſacros codices jubebantur, potizs corpora carni= 
ficibus quam ſana dare canibus maluerint | choſe rather to deliver 
their Bodies to the Executioner, than holy things to Dogs, or ho- 
ly Books unto the fire. And truely I ſhould rather honour theſe 
as Martyrs, than thoſe for good Chriſtians, who under pretence of 
things circumſtantial, ſhould deliver thoſe to fave themſelves z fo 
highly (I conceive) God would be diſhonoured in the betraying 
of ſo great a preſerver and muniment of his honour. . 

Again, as Books, even ſo (to ſome much more clearly.) Chur- 
ches, Oratories, Temples, they are mere circumſtantials. Now ſup- 
poſe the Independent and Congregational Brother-hood ſhould ſo 
far overpower, as to command the demolition (as they call them) 
of our Steeple-houſes, the deſtruction and levelling of our Chur- 
ches, I would very fain know whether in point of. conſcience 'I 
were not rather bound to ſuffer , than in any meaſure to appear 
willing to ſo high a Sacriledge ? I whoam Flc{h and Blood as 
well as other men , could finde pretty evaſions and gloſſes to fool 
my Soul withal: I could fay (as I hear). is not a Sermon as well 
ina Parlowr as in a Church ? Did not Chriſt preach in a Ship, 
Payl pray upon the Sands, and ſhall 1 ſuffer in defence of ſo un- 
neceflary a trifle as an heap of Stones, a popiſh Relique, a' ſorry 
Meeting-houſe ? For my particular, I am afraid many things are 
daily called circumſtantial, not with conſideration whether ſo or 
no 3 -but becauſe theſe are the things in queſtion, theſe the points 
which I muſt either difſemble, deſert, or: ſuffer for, I pray let. me, 
as 2 cloſe to this, preſent you with the example of one, who 
though a Biſhop, was ever reverenced as a Saint, and a good man 3 


I mean that great Doctor St. Ambroſe, who being once tempted xy;j, 33, 


and-provoked even in this very point, and that by no leſs than 
K 2 the 
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the Emperonr , to ddliver up his Church ; though it pleaſed the 


- In Sermone 
ad plebem 
intra Baſi- 
lican, Ep. 
33» 


Emperour in a fair way to ſend Earls and Tribunes to him, z# 
Bafilice fieret-matura traditio, that there might be a ſcaſonable de- 
liverance of that Royal Palace, (fox fo his piety terms the Church) 
yet you ſhall finde this reverend' Paſtor ſo far from deeming this a 
circumſtantial trifle, that he offers his Goods, his Body, his Life, 
in lieu of it. | | 

Ez que Divina Imperatorie: poteflati non ſubjecia > The things of 
God are not ſubje& to Imperial power, was the peremptory pofi- 
tion of this Biſhop 3 and then proceeds---S# patrimonium petitur, 
invadite > ſi corpus, occurram : vultis in vincula rapere, vultie in. mor= 
tem ? voluptati eft mihi. If you, who are ſent, demand my pa- 
trimony, invade it, take it! if my Body, here it is 3 if to bonds 
or death you defire to carry me, it ſhall be a pleaſure to me 3 pro 
altaribus gratizss immolabor,, | will gladly be a Sacrifice to preſerve 
my Altar. He would rather dic. the death, than ſuffer an Arriar 
Miniſter to officiate in his Church : yea, as it 4s in the ſame E- 
piſile, cum propeſitum efſet wt Ecclefie vaſa jam traderemus---- when 
the Emperoux's Officers demanded a preſent delivery of the 
Church-Veſlſels, the conſcientious Biſhop was ſo far from holding 
theſe fuch circumftantials as not to be {ood upon, that he glainly 
tells the Emperour, it was neither lawful for him to deliver,” or 
the Emperous-to-demand them. i ; hy 

Trade Bafilicam , deliver the Church, is as much as to fay, (as 
the ſame Father to his Flock ) {ſpeak a word againit God, and 
die 3 nay not onely ſo, Nec ſol/am dic adverſis Deum, etiam fac ad- 
verſis Derm : It is not onely 'to ſpeak, but to do againſt God, 
which in his judgement deſerved no leſs than death., Thus zca- 
lous of a circumſtantial , and of cxtemour numiments, was that 
holy Biſhop : to betray-a Church, yea a.vef{el of a.Church, it was 
in his Divinity 2 Gn againſt the Deity , an aC againſt him tor 
whoſe Glory and Service they were preferved, 

In theſe {ad times of trial, I conceive one main cnd of God's. 
Judgements (efpecially upon his Clergy) is to diſcem who thoſe 
are who have hitherto merely related to. him:for their Bellzes, and 
who for his gfory mainly 3. who have been fpiritual, and who car- 
nal profeſſors of the Miniftry : For thoſe who ſerved him chiefly 
for their Bellies and carnal ends, to them the invaſion of nothing 
ts conſiderable, in which their intereſt and their ends are not in- 


; volved; but ſuch who with purity of intention have mainly 


ſtudied 


a 


[23] | 
fiudicd and ſought the advance of God's Service, to them, as to- 
St. Ambroſe, the muniments of Religion, the abridgement , or a- 
batement of any thing that was adjuvant to this end, is more 
conſiderable than all their ſecular intereſt, or perſonal advantages 
of this world 3 infomuch as I can knowingly ſay it tor ſome, 
Threeſcore pound a year, and our old way,will be preferr'd before 
300 in a worſe Model. It is to me a conſideration not unwor- 
thy my Pen, to ſee how the judgement of God hath tollowed 
ſuch who have meaſured and ſtuck to his intereſts, mercly as they 


moved with theirown. In the 21 year of Henry the cighth, in a. P. 118. is 
Parliament which began the third of November, the Commons Bridewel, 


ſent up to the Houle of Lords a Bill againſt the exaction of un- 
conſcionable Mortuaries 3 to, which Bill it 15 obſerved the ſpirityal- - 
Lords made a fair Face, and were well content a rcaſonable Order 
ſhould paſs againſt them: But this was (faith my Author) becauſe 
# touched them. litt le 3. fox when within two days after a Bill con- 
ceming Probates of Teſtaments ( in which there had been incre- 
dible extortion ) was ſent up to the Lords ,, then the Biſhops in 
general (faith the Hiſtorian) trowned and grunted, for that touched 
their profit : then {aid the Biſhop of Rocheſter, Now with the Com- 
mons is nothing but down with the Church, When the Biſhops 
perſonal profits were toucht upon, then ( as if the very Church 
were falling.) Fiſher cricth out, The Commons lack faith, the 
Commops think of nothing but down with the Church. Yea, 
in the progreſs of this Reformation, are not Biſhops tound conni- 
ving_ and abetting the demoliſhing of religious Houſes ? and was 
not this probably with. an eye to the preſervation of their own ? 
as if they ſaid, Let Monaſteries go. ſo long as Bilhopricks be pre- 
ſerved. ' Well, they are dead and gone. but hath not vengeance 
followed upon Epiſcopacy ? Are thexe not now amongſt us who 
cry, Down with Biſhops, ſell their Lands, and think this no Sacri- 
ledge, provided that Parſonages may be augmented, and Tythcs 
ſupported ? Well, Biſhops are preached down, and their honours 
hid in the duſt; but doth not vengeance haſten after the promo- 
ters of it ? Do not the Presbyters tinde that there are who con- 
ceive they have leſs right to Tythes than Biſhops to their Lands ? 
Are there not who are as induſtrious to deprive them, as they have, 
been ( for their own ends ) to deprive their God ? An evident 
argument, that Juſt and righteous art thou O God in all | thy ways. 


An argument that makes me verily belieye, thoſe who for private 
antereſt, 


[24] 
#ntereft, and merely either for praiſe or profit, throw off the Litur- 
gy, forbear their duties, and betray-the-muniments of Religion 
and the Church of Chriſt z God will in his due time reward ſuch 
Into their own Boſomes, blaſting that private Intereſt for which 
they have betrayed his. 

Whereas then I muſt profeſs before God and the world, I can 
apprehend no motive or inducement fo prevalent as to-perſwade 
1e that the Liturgy of the Church of England 1s any way a hin- 
derer of God's holy Worſhip , or an obſtacle to the ſolid and ſuf- 
ficient miniſtration-of the Word 3 but on-the contrary,conſonant 
to God's holy Word, agreeable to' Orthodox antiquity, and an 
approved promoter of God's glory in the Church I live in: being 
(I fay) to conſent to theabolition of Liturgy, I tinde in my Soul 
no moving motive, but either the hope of more, or the holding of 
what I have : 1 dare not (tinding within me nothing but carnal 
intereſt) put a Pecious ſhew of Religion upon it, and tell the 
world that I lay afide the truely divine Service of the Church, be- 
cauſe Prelates over-valued it, the ignorant doted of it; the Papiſts 
en with it, and an idle and uneditying Miniſtry maintained 

Y It. 6! 

Theſe, I profeſs, to me are neither'true nor weighty conſidera- 
tions; for it I ſhould now (as Iam) forbear or lay it afide, it is 
not any, or all theſe, but onely in mine own defence, onely for 
mine own ends I ſhould do it : Now whether any man Tray ſzlv4 
conſcientiaprefer what he conceives in God's ſervice a worſe way, 
merely for the boot of private Tntereſt, 1 leave it to your-prudent 

Hom 84.i confideration'z concluding with that of Chryſoſt. Dui bominem ti- 
Math. mt, ab w if o quem timet deridebitur \ fin vero Deum, hominibus 
quee venerabilis erit. He who in God's cauſe prefers man, he thall 
be ſcorned of him he fears 3; but he who fearing God deſpiſeth 
man, ſhall be had in reverence even of thoſe men : The patzent a= 
biding of the meek, ſhall not alway be forgotten. | 

And here I had thought to have put a period both to your 
crouble and my own 3 but Imuſt needs crave leave that you would 
thus far be an advocate both for me , and all in my condition, 
as to procure a belief that ſuch who are conſtant to their Faith 
and Principles, according to the eſtabliſhed and old way of Eng- 
land, may be held, if weak, yet conſcientious Chriſtians; for it is 
none of the leaft preſſures of the Croſs upon us, that we of all 


men arc thought to have no foundation 3 whereas we in our 
judgements 
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jadgements believe verily , if what we hold and ſuffer for be not” 
that very Religion which the Divines- of England unanimouſly 
ſubſcribed, and profeſſed to ratifie , there is not any in England 
that is above ſeven years old z and to innovate in Religion hath: 
( Tam ſure ) by the Sages of this preſent Parliament , bcen (o- 
ſeverely looked upon, that I ſhould be very loth to be ſuch a capi- 
tal offender, | 
All that my foul longeth after, is but to obtain the ſame liber- 
ty which all different parties ( but ſuch as hold to their rule and' 
Conformity ) daily have, a free exerciſe of my Conſcience in 
that way of Worſhip , in which both Church and State viſibly 
held and profeſs'd communion till very lately 3 a way of wor- 
ſhip in the days of Queen Mary juſtified againſt the Papiſt 3 a way 
of worſhip in the days of Queen Elizabeth fo highly proteſted a- $1 the 5:p- 
gainſt the Puritan , that Stow in his Chronicle hath recorded, at plication of 


Bury Aſſizes, 1538. Hacket and Coppinger were hanged for ſprea- ft men of 


ding Books ſeditiouſly penn'd by one Robert Brown againſt the- —_— 


Common-prayer-book. in the Book 
Now, reverend Sir, till ſome better judgement ſhall unfold the sf Martyrs 
myſtry, it muſt be my wonder, that that very Form which this 728: 4- 
very Parliament paſs'd under the notion of Divine Service, 
on a ſudden become ſuch an abomination, that any way of Wor- 
ſhip, but it, is permitted 3 any body of Profeflors conſcientious, 
but ſuch-as uſe this3 all other Ways being held, if not religious, 
yet tolerable. This I'can aſſure you is no mean ſcandal and rid- 
dle to ſuch as are very intelligent and very conſcientious Chri-- 


{t1ans. 


liſhed by the care of Knights and Burgefles, againſt all ſuch per- 
ſons as ſhould: take upon them to preach or expound, not being 
ordained here, or in ſome Reformed Church. | 

But whereas: in Ofober laſt a Petition againſt this. Declaration 
was exhibited, and with thanks received by both Houſes 3 where- 
as notwithſtanding that Declaration, ſuch as have no act of Mini- 
ftexial-Ordination paſs'd upon them, do daily, uncheck'd, preach. 
and expound in Churches and publick places : 

I humbly defire you ſo to qualitie my conſcientious conſtancy 
to the moſt Chriſtian form of the Church of England,that to petſe- 


vere in it beno.more held cont#macy againſt the Ordinance,than was: 
: that. 
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ſhould bridg. pag. . 


Indeed a Declaration paſs'd, and by the Houſe of Commons: Decemb.. 
was ordered,not onely to be printed;but by ſpecial order to be pub- 31, 1646» 
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LI... 
that Petition againſt the Declaration z ſo ſhall I be bound to give 
you more thanks than were the-Houſes to give them, 

In a word, I beſeech you (good Sir) by that conſcientious fub- 
{cription in which we both vitbly agreed; by that Canonical o- 
bedience which we both deliberately ſwarez by that Doctrine 
which at our Inductions. in the face of our Congrepations , and 
the preſence .of Almighty God,we did profeſs to ratihe 3 by that ſo- 
lemn Proteftation which ſince this Parliament began we both took 3 
by theſe, and by all thoſe duties , in which ( I ſuppoſe without 
ſcruple) we did both within ſeven years laſt paſt practiſe and com- 
municate 5 Es | Te | 

Be pleaſed tolook with fome charitable refpe& upon one who 

now onely is what generally all the Divines of England very late- 
1y profeſſed, at leatt pretended for to bez one I am who fear to 
change , kt ( as a defloured Virgin, that having loſt the chaſte 
Vail of her ſtric& modeſty, then lieth open to all proffers) I ſhould 
tinde my ſelf tractable to all changes: and how various they may 
yet prove, God knows, | * ORTR#A 

Blefſed be God, for Religion, whether in Doctrine, Diſcipline, 
Government, or Form of Worſhip, 1am very well ; might I en- 
Joy my peace within this pale, I ſhould bleſs God, and the con- 
trivers of it 3 or might there-be a Reformation , and not aboli- 
tion, I ſhould yet hope to live in a Miniſterial way ; But however 
let me live (I beſcech you ) in.,your eſteem, either as a-conſ{cien- 
tious Brother, or as your Convert 3 Arguments may pijexce decper 
than AfﬀMictions 3 the one ( blefled be God) I have born with a 
tolerable patience, and the-other TI am ready to receive with a 
proportionable recknels. | | 

Sir, the total of my defire and endeavour is, that either as a Di- 
vine you would ſatishe my Scruples, or asa Chriſtian fatisfie my 
friend 3 and for either of theſe 1 ſhall ſabſcibe my (elf, 


December 22. Touy thankful Brother in the Lord, _ 
26 47+ ; 


John Allingeon. 
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THE ANSWER 
0 
Mr. STEP HEN MARS HAL 


Of FINCHFIELD, 
A Grandee in the late Aſſembly, which could not be 


importun'd till after the printing of the Letter. ( 


Law it (elf; and fince there hath been no. recourſe to 

Oracles, no UVrim nor Thammin to give certain An- 

{wers z the greateſt Appeal left to doubting Man in point of dit- 
ficulty or ſcruple, it is to conſult the Prudent. 

Now that Mr. Marſhal thought himſelf, and was alſo thought 

to be, an Oracle in his time , I ſhall onely ſet down ſuch An- 

ſwers as except an Oracle who wovld dare to give ? For, when 


R Eſfponſa prudentum had of old' an Equipage even with 


he was conſulted about that ſad War, which the Land cannot yet* 


forget, 
The Oracle thus : 
The Cauſe i a right cauſe, the Cauſe of God. 


In the ſame year, e Tripode, in a Sermon preached to the tWO ter to a 
Houſes, Earl of Eſſex, Mayor and Aldermen: All Chriſtendom, Friend in 
except the Malignants in Er gland, do now ſee that the Queſtion in ior ch Þ 


England is, Whether Chriſt or Antichriſt ſhall be Lord and King ? 


And then becauſe Oracles are in point of War mainly conſulted 1643, 


about the ſucceſs, 
oe The Oracle thus : 

Believe, this Cauſe muſt proſper 3 though we were all dead,our Armies 
overthrown, and even.our Parliament diſſolved, the Cauſe muſt prevail. 
Inhis Sexmon upon Mich. 7.1, 2 TH: 

And as we may conceive bs would not thus haye ſpoken, oy 
that 
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that he believed himſelf poſſeſſed, infiid, and fitted to be an 
Oracle; even ſo that he was taken ſo to be, TI ſhall now call to 
witneſs his eminent Employments, Who was held fit to be an Ora- 
cle to the Army but Mr. Stephen Marſhall ? who (o fit to give An- 
ſwers in Scotland as Mr. Marſhall ? who to fatisfie his conſeien- 
tious Majeſty as Mr. Marſhall ? And when the City was in great 
Fears and Straights, when they wanted an Oracle indeed, through 
whom fpake the Army , but by Mr. Marſhall ? He by Letters 
anſwered them, The Army had nothing but good thoughts toward 
the City, Upon the Anſwers received by this Oracle, 50000 /.. 
was lent, the City-Gates (et open , and the Tower delivered yea, 
T finde it written, * As Moneys are decried and inhaunſed by the 
Kings Authority, ſo is every mans Religion cried up or down by Mar- 
ſhall's Authority and Stamp : So that Delphos it ſelf was-the infe= 
riour Oracle. 

Whereas then , when the preceding Letter was written , IT 
ſtood (as appears ) in great need of an Anſwer; to whom 
could I in prudence have gone better, than to this ſo eminent an 
Oracle ? He! who without fear or difficulty could give Anſwers 
to the greateft affaires and concerns both of Church and State, 
He who was ( quaſi gentinm Apoſtolus ) the Occumenical Oracle 
to Scots and Englith. He who profeſſeth himſelf acquainted: 
with the Mindes of all Chriſtendom, yea and the Minde of God too! 
Here ſure, or nowhere , was I to expect an Anſwer 3 this, or no- 


; Pope Stephen, was infallible. 


Whereas/then my humble Addreſs was, Eminenti, to ſo great 
an Eminence, I doubt not but now the Reader as well as the- 


- Writer may expe&, either a fl}, or. a fair, a civil, or a charitable 


Dy, Hill, 


Anſwer. 
In the Letter there is (I think ) a modeſt and Hypothetical 


Requeſt, either to ſalye my Repxte with the Worſhiptul Knight - 
I. writ about, or. to make me his Convert : his Charity might have 
done the one, if his Fudgement could not do the other. But I: 
could not importuue either, till at length I met him at Cam-- 
bridge, ( that very day the Uſurper of Trinity kept his Divinity- 
A& ) in the School-yard : I defired to ſpeak with him, told him 
my Name, excuſed my boldneſs that ( being unknown ) I trou- 
bled him with a Letter. At this he began to open, and faid, And 
printed it when you had done. To which I ſolemnly and truely. 
proteſted; Who printed it I-knew not , norof the printing of - 

| 19008 
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till a Neighbour ſhewcd it me 3 adding, Sir, I am now for Lon- 
don, and intend to wait upon that worthy Perſon in whole houſe 
you was then Conchant ; I humbly deſire to know whether you have 
done me the favour to ſatisfhe him that you found me a conſcrex- 
tious though a weak Brother. 
Et jam parturiunt montes. | 

| His Anſwer was, You may go look, Had he bid me go look how 
and what he ſzbſcribed when he was Ordained and Inftituted, it had 
been ſomewhat 3 for the Form of his Subſcription was :. 

I Stephen Marſhall, do willingly and ex Animo ſubſcribe to the 

three Articles above mentioned, and to all things that are contai- 
' ned in them, | 
Whercof the ſecond is the Book of Common-prayer--- That he him- 
ſelf will uſe the Form in the ſaid Book, preſcribed in publick, Prayer 
and Ad miniſtration of the Sacraments, and none other. 

Or had he bid me go look what he himſelf did ( after the Re- 
nouncing of his Subſcription ) when he married his Daughter by 
the Common-prayer, this had been ſomething : but indefinitely to 
bid me go look, was next door to ſay to a Dog, Get you out. 

And here I cannot forbear with honour to remember Learned 
and Civil Mr. Feremiah Whittaker, to whom when I addre(s'd my 
{elf upon the ſame ſcruple, I had of him in his houſe a very kinde 
reception : and when in diſcourſe I told him how I had negatively 
ſubſcribed to uſe in publick Adminiſtrations the Common-prayer, 
and no other, He told me I was ſurely deceived, and defired me 
to mcet him at the Dean of Weltminſter's ( where the Aﬀembly 
then ſat ) next Morning ; which I did , and brought with me 
a Book of Canons \, but the good man anticipated the ſhewing of 
them 3 telling me,that indeed the Szbſcription was as T ſaid z and 
that T had called to his remembrance a ſin, which but for me he ſhould” 
never have acked pardon for ! A fitter man -to deal with a tender - 
Conſcience than Mr. Marſhall. 

He did go look, indeed 3 but it was into his own Breaſt , and ' 
there he found he had ſinned againſt his Subſcription > which in- 
genuous Confeſſion I with may . him more honour than a Mo- 


mement, 


Utilitas facit eſſe Deos, qua nempe Remota 
Templa ruznt, nec erunt Are, nec Jupiter ullus- 


It. 


[30] 

It was partly ſaid by the Poet , Profit makes Gods: Temples, Al- 
tars, and Jupiter himſclf, were no forther valued than men' got by 
tbem.. Trucly, 1 do heartily wit, that even among, us, none did 
drive on Religion as a Trade, {ubſcribing and avowing the Litur- 
gy with as changeable Confciences as they did the Covenant and the: 
Engagement , valuing nor one or other , but as a preſent Expe. 
dient, which truely makes me call to minde what a Reverend' Bi- 
ſhop of the Church of Ireland obſerved here in England, viz, 
The greateſt danger that ever the Common-prayer-book had, was: 
the indifferency and the indevotion of them that uſed it but as a 
common Blciting 3 and they who thought it fit for the meaneſt of 
the Clergy to read Prayers , and for themſelves onely to preach. . 
This doubtleſs did, and ever will depreſs the honour of the Litur- 
gy 3 for mobile Yulgus, the moving people can never value what 
they ſee is by the Prieſt but ſuperficially proteſt. 

When Amguſftus Ceſar and Mark Anthony were at variance, 
there is a known Story of a poor man, who not being able to 
prognoſticate which ſhould return the Conquerour, made two 
Crowes equally ready: one could ſay, Ave Czlar vifor Imperator 3 
and the other, Ave victor Imperator Antoni : One prepared to ſa- 
lute Arguſtus, and the other Anthony, All a matter to the poor 
man who was chief, ſo he got by it. Now as Crowes, even fo 
Oracles, they have been taught to {peak for advantage, many of 
them being like unto Wind-inftruments, which ſound no longer 
than they are puffed up. Now of my Crow-like Oracle, the Au- 
© thour of the Hiſtory of Independency thus : Mr. Marſhall when 
he ' ſaw Independency prevail, ſecretly turned his Coat the wrong ſide 
outward=--- could not tell whether C. ſhould .import Charles or 
Cromwel ! And this my unlucky Letter bears date that very year 3 
ſo that my Oracle, being at a loſs ſhall be pardoned, and have no 
more ſaid either to him or of him for this {o dubious and unex- 
pected Anſwer in a caſe of Conſcience : | 


You may go look. 
Anno [| ut fertur ] Mirabili Reſponſum Mirabile, 
1666 | 


FINIS. 


